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Dear Friends, A 


F 
af 


the happieſt Seaſons” of m 
K& Life, wherein I may be ca- 
my Miniſtry 4mon ou, and of 
teſtifying the hearty Concern I have 

our Intereſts: Fot if I 
know Myſelf, there is nothing I de- 
ſire more, than that Serious Reli- 


able of furthering the Deſign f 
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gion may take place in my own 


Heart, and have a toom in Yours.- 


This was a princi al Indacemient” - 
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ing my Labours for your Salvation, 
which calls both you and me to 
inquire what Fruit has come of 
them ; that if jt has been with any 
Succeſs, we may be thankful to 


God, and take Encouragement to 
n 1s; \ 
I wiſh I could have ſeryd you 
better, and would greatly lament 
it, if after I have taken ſome Pair ; 
and had the Aſſiſtance of Others 
with me, it ſhould appear there has 
been no Good done; but I thank 
God he has nat allow'd me to 
make ſo ſorrowful a Reflection. 
The following Accounts, taken 
from the Papers of TWO of your 
Number, who worſhipped God 
with you, will deſerve to be ad- 
mitted as ſome Proof of his Pre- 
ſence in his Ordinances : and I am 
ſatisfy'd there have been, and are 

more that might be added to them. 
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Jam glad, for your ſakes, that I 
can propoſe ſuch Examples to you; 


and it would increaſe my Joy to 


find they have any Influence to en- 
kindle in your Breaſts ſuch a holy 
Zeal, as ſhall not only put you 
upon imitating them, but pro- 
voke your Emulation. 

The Lives and Examples gf o- 
thers, beſides the Pleaſure they give 


in reading, have a ſingular Ad van- 
tage above that of naked Precepts; 


far they not only inſtruct us in our 
Duty, as the others do, but ſhow us 


alſo the Practicableneſs of it, and 


thereby have a mighty force in put- 
ting us upon doing the like things 
our ſelves, when we ſee them al- 
ready done before us. 


4 


eur own 


Of all Examples thoſe ſeem to 
be moſt exciting that are within 
| Time and Knowledg; 
wherefore I have the more reaſon, 
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with God's Bleſſing, to expect ſome f| © 
Good from the Examples I here || ; 
preſent, becauſe they were known || «| 
to many; and as you have like Ca- 
acities, Means and Privileges, 


why ſhould you not hope to equal }. t} 


them in their Graces too? 1 
Il. have thought it a ſpecial Pro- | a 
vidence, that altho I long ſince ty 


deſign d to have publiſhd what re- 
| lates to One of them, I was pre- 
vented till the Death of the O- n 


: 


| ther gave me this Opportunity. | fir 


I am now well pleasd in joining E 
them together, partly for the enter- th 
taining Variety they will give the i 
Readers, partly for the uſeful Ob- 
ſervations they may be led to make, cl 
when comparing them together; as le 


alſo for other good Ends which | th 
F ay be ſubſerv — 
It ſhould be obſerv'd, there was de 
| aconliderable difference in the Age 
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of theſe two Perſons; for whereas 
the One died in the Twenty Ninth, 
the Other had not compleated the 
Eighteenth Year of her Life. 4 
Allowance being made, I believe 
they will both be equally admir d 
the one for her publick-Spiritedneſs 
and Zeal, the other for her Solidi 


* wi 


ty and Judgment. 1 

crave leave further to remark; ” 

That the Foundation of their emis 
nent Piety was laid, by God's Bleſs 


ling, in the Inſtructions and good 
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| Example of thoſe to whoſe Care 
they were committed. This ſhould 
incourage Parents, and thoſe who 


1 — $4 — 
4 s : 


3 have the Care of Vouth, to dif= Ui 
| charge their Duty to them, the neg- | 
. let of which muſt be reckon d as hy 
i che primè Source of all that Wick- id 
| ednels wherewith the preſent Age t 
does abound. — 
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Ib conclude : It is ny earneſt De⸗ 
fire that you, my dear Friends, would 
be movd by the following Exami- 
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s, that ſo there may be more 
uch Witneſſes to Religion. For it 

uſt ever be allow id, that the moſt 

ectual way to confute Atheiſm || 
and Infidelity, is to do it by the 
oline /e of our Lives; to promote 
which has been the Deſign of all my 

Labours among you, and is what 
Il aim at by this Publication And 
that the God of Peace would ſanctißj 
Jon all, that your whole Spirit, ane“ 


|| Soul, and Body, may be preſervd blame- || 
| Teſs unto the Coming of our Lord Je- 


us Chriſt, is the earneſt Prayer, and || * 
would be the Joy of, 
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An Account of her Infancy and Child- 1 
hood; the Strictneſs of ber Edu- - Wl 
cation; her early Inclinations to Pi- | 
"ety, and the ſad Interruptions of | 


. them for a Time. 59 


A * 


HE was born in London; her Grand- 19 
mother, who liv'd near Stratford upon 
Avon, and was a moſt eminent and 

' zealous * Chriſtian, undertook the 

bringing of her up from her Infancy, and 


Ne 


»* Converted by reading Mr. Baxter's Call to the Un- 
converted . hays „ 
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N 
r 
took her home to her ſelf before ſne coul 
eak, herein having her principal Aim at the 
ood of her Soul. | 
By this means ſhe had the Happineſs of a 
very ſtrict and religious Education, beyond 
Whatever ſhe ſaw among all Perſons ſhe knew. 
When I think of it (ſays ſhe) I can't but 
Rand and wonder at the indefatigable unwea- 
ried Pains and Diligence of that gracious Re- - 
lation which brought me up. 5 
So ſoon as ſhe could ſpeak, ſhe was inſtruct- 
ed in Religion. The firſt thing ſhe. was 
taught to know was God ; next Herſelf as a 
Sinner, and Jeſus Chriſt as the only Saviour. 
' The firſt Diſcourſe her Grandmother would 
entertain her with in the Morning, was of 
— the Goodneſs of God. To all her Inſtruc- 
tions ſhe added Prayers and Tears Night and 
_. Theſe pions and great Endeavours were 
follow'd with an anſwerable Bleſſing: for by 
the Time ſhe was three Years old, , ſhe 
would read any where in the Bible, and ſay 
many Pſalms and Chapters, beſides her Cate- 
chiſm, without book, » KB - 
Sbe was quickly taught to take her Bible 
with her to Church, to turn down the Texts 
and Proofs; alſo to fix her Eye on the Mini- 
ſter, and obſerve what he deliver'd. It was 
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i + This is not only leſt under her own Hand, but can be 8 ä 
alteſted by ſexeral of her ſurviving Relations. h 3 


Mrs. CLISSOULD. 5 
her Practice to employ her ſelf in ſaying 
Pſalms and Chapters all the way ſhe went to 
Church, which was a Mile from their Houſe 
and as they return'd home, her Grandmother 
would examine her about what ſhe had heard. 

All this was attended with very early and 
hopeful Indications of a * Temper of 
Mind. For (as ſne writes) by hearing much 
of God, and not being ſuffer'd to play with 
other Children, it became as it were natural 
to her to delight in thoſe things ſhe was 

taught. She would tell with Pleaſure what 
ſhe remember'd, and delighted to read good 
Books, and lov'd thoſe dearly, that ſhe 
thought lov'd God; and when ſhe ſaw any 


. affected under a Sermon, her Soul would be 
Z even knit unto them, She was ſoon taught 
| to pray; and when ſhe has been in the Fields, 
a ſhe would ſometimes kneel down between the 
Furrows, and pray earneſtly to the God of 
: Heaven, and thought ſhe lov'd him dearly. _ 
/ When ſhe was about five Years old, ſhe had 
4 2 Fit of Sickneſs, and fear'd ſhe ſhovld die. 
y This put her under great Terrour of Mind, 
4 and made her cry out as one in an Agony: O 
1. Grandmother I ſhall die, and am not prepax'd! 


5 O I ſhall die, and not fit to die ! But it pleas'd 

: God to recover her, and when reſtor'd, the 

Io3d Pſalm was moſt ſweet unto her. She _. 

would often repeat thoſe Words from the 

w third to the End of the fifth Verſe with great 

be Pleaſure. 5 . 4 
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Pr be LIFE of 
But as Hiſtorians tell us of ſome Rivers, 
particularly of the Guadiana in Spain, tha 
after it has run a while with a pleaſank 
Stream, does all on a ſudden paſs under 
Ground, and not riſe again till at ſome Miles 
diſtance; ſo we believe it was with the Grace 
of God in this Perſon. Thoſe hopeful Diſ- 
poſitions that were ſo conſpicuous in the Be- 
ginning of her Life, ſunk under the Prevalen- 
cy of her natural Corruption, and were hid 
for a conſiderable Time, till the Grace of 
God ſprang forth again like a River. 

For not long after her Sickneſs ſhe gave 
. fad Proof of the Depravity of her Nature, 
which was ſuch as the ſtricteſt Education was 
not able to repreſs. She grew, as ſhe writes, 
d perverſe, ſtubborn; wicked Child, and mo 
Srievouſly addicted to Lying. She was ſuc 
ah Affliction to her Grandmother, who ha 
taken fo much pains with her, that ſhe coul 
bear with her no longer, but committed her 
to the Care of a Relation, who put her to a 
Boarding-Schobl near London, where ſhe con- 
tinu'd for the Space of five Years, 
Whilſt here ſhe was ſometimes under great 
Convictions, which put her upon reading by 
herſelf. When affected, ſhe would call one 
or other of her School- fellews, and tell them 
her Thoughts; and once reading of the u- 
ration of Hell and the Certainty of its Tor- 
ments, they wept much for fear of going 
thicher. Upon reading Mr. Sclater's Bock 
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81 
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ef Cloſet-Prayer, ſhe betook her ſelf to Prayer 
three times a Day, and engag'd another to do 


the like: and now (as ſhe ſpeaks) ſhe thought 
ſhe was become mighty good. But alas! all 


this wore off again by degrees. Firſt they * 
ceas d at Noon, then the Morning, and laſt at 1 
Night. Then they grew careleſs and ſtupid, Ml 
and could live without Prayer as well as any of 1 
their School-fellows. Only there was one 0 


good thing, ſhe ſays, remain'd with her as ⁵ü 


the · Effect of her Education, and this was in 
that ſhe durſt not take the Lord's Name in 115 
vain herſelf, and reprov'd thoſe that did. 1 
At the end of five Years ſhe return'd again 
to her Grandmother, to whoſe great Grief 15 
ſhe ſhew'd herſelf a Hater of all that was 4; 
ſerious. It was as bad as death to her to be * 
0 in her Company. She would go to the 7 
a Neighbour's Houſes, and keep there as much 7 
as poſſible to avoid her, whoſe Diſcourſe was 111 
. for the moſt part of heavenly Things, being wy 
. much wean' d from the World, and longing to "nr 
K. be with Chriſt. She obſerves, that at this ji 
time her Grandmother was exercis'd with 14 
t ſore and tormenting Pain, ſcarce any Inter- 
y miſſions; and yet (ſays ſhe) harden'd Wretch I 
oy ? as I was, it ſeldom ever moy'd my Pity ; and i 
m then adds: I can't but ſet it down with A- | \ 
=_ mazement,how I hated Chriſt in his Members. 
1 1admire that ever he had Thoughts of Love il 
1g towards me, and that he ſhould deliver me |} | 
2 at this very time from ſo many Dangers into if 
of SE 3 nien ll 


* 4 
: 
4 1 
» * 
* 
2 ul 


8 © The; LIFE: of 
which Irun my ſelf, for Shelter (as I thought) 
from the religious Noiſe that fo unwelcomely 
| ſounded in my Ears. I write it with Shame. | 
| perfectly hated my dear Grandmother, and 
paſſionately long'd for her Death, for no o- 
ther Reaſon but her Love to Jeſus, and the 
continual Expreſſions of her Love to my Soul. 
She goes on: I remember how compaſſionate» 
E ly ſhe us'd to remind me of my ſeeming early 
Love, You us'd, ſaid ſhe, to ſpeak of the 
great God with the greateſt Awe, why is 
he now ſo much forgot ? Her conſtant Prac- 
tice was to riſe at four a Clock all Winter, and 
earlier in the Summer, and for two or three 
Hours be ſweetly engag'd in Communion with 
God; and often ſhe would call to me, Awake 
Sleeper, and call on thy God, remember the 
„ Example of Mary thy Nameſake, who roſe 
early to ſeek her Lord. | 
It pleas'd God in a little time to take this | 
excellent Perſon to himſelf, dying in full Aſ- 
ſurance of Faith. But all this had no effect 
upon her naughty Grandaughter. On the 
contrary, ſhe was in hopes that now ſhe 
ſhould be freed from the Confinement ſhe had 
been under, and be at liberty to enjoy the 
- Pleaſures of Sin without Controul. But in 
her Papers ſhe bleſſes God, who did not ſuffer | 
her to continue in this Liberty: for through | _ 
the Importunity of a Relation ſhe had at. 
Tondon, ſhe was prevail'd with to go live with | © 
| her. And here (ſays ſhe) my Miſery was as 
| | great > I 
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great as ever, my Thraldom great indeed, 


my Priſon much cloſer than before. So ſhe 
then thought ir, and wrote to her Compa- 
nions That ſhe was kept in a Priſon, but in 
ſome hope ſhe ſhould be deliver'd in time. 
And indeed it pleas'd the Lord ſoon after this 
to work a Deliverance for her, but in a way 
quite different from what ſhe ever imagin'd, 
not by taking off the Reſtraint ſhe was under, 
but by working a marvellous Change in her 
Mind. For while, as ſhe writes, ſhe was ſbriv- 
ing with all her Might, even like one in an 
Agony, to get away from this St rictneſs alfo, 
it pleas'd the Lord to make her Thraldom 
her greateſt Liberty. And this brings me to 
* | RE 


Account ſhe has written of her Converſion, 
The Occaſion, Beginning, Progreſs and 
Completion of it. 1 


I ſeems ſne had been chid on a Sabbath- 
Day for a Crime of which ſhe was inno- 
cent, namely, the taking the Lord's Name 
in vain. I his put her in a great Conſterna- 
tion, the Effect of which was, that it ſet her 
Thoughts a working how ſhe ſhould get away 
from her Friends, ſhe was impatient to be 
gone. So that when at Church, even as the 
Miniſter was preaching, her I houghts were 
wholly engaz'd in contriving how ſhe ſhould 
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get from her Bondage. But in the midſt of 
all theſe wicked Muſings (that had detain'd 
her from minding ſo much as where the Text 
was) the Miniſter in the midſt of the Ser- 
{© mon let fall a Paſlage, by which it pleas'd God 
to awaken her Attention, to compoſe her 
Mind, and to bend it a quite contrary way to 
what it was before, The Paſſage, as ſhe has 
Written it down, was this. 
Sinner! In every good Thought that has 
aſs'd through thee, has Jeſus Chriſt been 
ocking at the Door of thy Heart, ſaying 
by them, Open, Open. And thou refuſeſt 
by thy not minding of them. 
Is it true indeed, thought ſhe, then how 
many times have I ſhut him out ! Swarms of 
good Thoughts have paſs'd through my Heart, 
and was it indeed Jeſus Chriſt knocking there? 
What ſhall I do now! Miſerable Wretch ! he 
will ſurely come no more to me. 

- At the ſame time ſhe began to reflect on a 
Temptation, which had follow'd her Day and 
Night while ſhe was with her Grandmothe 
She would never take the Book in her Hand, 
but ſhe was ſtrongly prompted (as tho ſhe 

had heard a Voice) to utter a moſt blaſphe- 
mous | Expreſſion againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
But ſhe writes, I very well remember, I ne- 
ver did conſent to ſay ſo. The Expreſſion is too 
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horrid to be nam d. This was ſo terrible to her, 
that ſne perfectly dreaded to ſee the Name of 
the Holy Ghoſt, leſt ſhe ſhould have the 
dreadful Word forc'd out of her Mouth : ſo 
that as: ſoon as her Grandmother dy'd, ſhe 
left off reading, and loſt her Temptation. 
No wonder, for by this the Devil had gain'd 
his Point in beating her from-her Duty. : 

But now ſhe perſuaded her ſelf ſhe had 
yielded to the Temptation. The Miniſter 
us'd that Expreſſion in his Sermon, Mat. 
12.31, All manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall 
be forgiven wnto Men, but the Blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven unto 
Men. This put her into an unexpreſſible Con- 
ſternation. Oh, ſays ſhe, the Agony of Soul! 
no Tongue can tell, but thoſe that have ex 
perienc'd>the ſame. - She could not forbear 
ſaying within herſelf, I ſhall be damn'd, I 
ſhall be damn'd, for I have ſinn'd the unpar- 
donable Sin indeed: She felt her ſelf as it 
were in Hell, and was as ſure in her Appre- 
henſions ſhe ſhould go thither as if ſhe had 
been actually there. The Thoughts of which 
fill'd her with Tears too many to be hic. 
A Chriſtian Relation perceiving her ſor= 
rowful Condition, would know the Reaſon 
thereof; which ſne had no ſooner told, than 
the Perſon aforeſaid apply'd Comfort, which 
gave her ſome Hope. This put her upon 
Prayer. And then (ſays ſhe) the Spirit of 
God began to work indeed. In her firſt Pray- 
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er this Promiſe came to her Mind, and was ap- 
pPly'd to her: Ezek. 3d. 26. I will tate away 


8 _ 


directed to pray, Oh Lord do thou take it 
away. She found the Place afterwards where 
this Promiſe was, and then ſhe ſaw it all 


the 24th to the 28th Verſe and onwards. And 
then ſhe adds: Þ7 | 

| I hope I ſhall never forget what a wonder- 

ful Change was wrought in me. From that 

day how were my Thoughts, my Judgment, 

my Will, my Deſires alter'd! Every day was 

then to me as a Sabbath. As to the Terrour 


remain'd after I had told my Caſe. 
: The next Sabbath (as ſhe thinks it was) 
The heard a Sermon preach'd by Mr. Barker on 
this Text, Rev, 3. 20. Behold I ftand at the 
Door and knock; if any Man hear my Voice and 
open tbe Door, I will come in to him. Upon this 
a He was ſo ſurpriz'd with Joy, to think that 
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turn'd out of her Heart, ſhould now tell her 
once more he ſtood at the Door and knock'd, 
that it put her into a ſenſible Commotion, 
which might have been obſerv'd by thoſe who 
ſat in the Pew with her. And, ſays ſhe, how 
gladly did I open, and how precious was he 
then to my believing Soul! How ſweet was 
” the Word ! How beautiful the Face of _ 
rr „ | f ers! 


the ſtony Heart out of your Fleſh, and will give 
you 4 Heart of Fleſh. Upon which ſhe was 


ſpoken as it were particularly to herſelf, from 


of Soul I was in, I don't remember the Agony 


* > Feſws whom ſhe had ſo often lighted and 


— 


as tho there were none to be ſpoken to but 
myſelf. 123 | | 
At that time, ſhe ſays, ſhe pray'd earneſtly 


for the pouring forth of the Spirit upon 


Miniſters, and in thoſe Prayers found the Spi- 


rit pour'd out upon herſelf, Now thoſe evil 


Things ſhe ſo much delighted in before, were 
abhor*d by her. No Company pleas'd her but 
ſuch as would talk.of God, and his Dealings 
on their Souls; and becauſe ſhe could hear 
but little of this, ſhe would withdraw from 
the World into ſome Place of Retirement, 
there to pray or read ſome good Book, or 
fhe would go and hear the Word preach'd. 
Her Thoughts were always ſo intenſely 
fix'd on things above, that the World quite 


loſt its Reliſh with her. Time was then very 


precious with her. The Name of Worldly 
Recreation and Pleaſure was a Burden. Me- 
ditation and Prayer were her great Delight. 
And how oft in theſe (ſays ſhe) did 1 fee 
God as it were Face to Face! And adds: E- 
very thing I caſt my Eye upon, rais'd admi- 
ring Thoughts of him. The Trees, Herbs 
and Flowers, their Shape and Colour, their 
Smell and Beauty made me admire the Maker. 
How clear a Belief had 1 then, that there 


was a God? How fully perſuaded, that he 
was my Father? and J fooliſhly thought, that 


the Senſe would never wear out. 
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ſters! Every Sermon ſeem'd directed to me, 
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As ſoon as God had thus open'd her Eyes, 
he turn'd her Heart to reflect on her paſt 
miſpent Life: And then the Inſtructions of . 
ber dear Relations came freſh in her Mind, rit 
ber baſe Carriage towards them ſtuck deep th. 


in her Heart; then ſhe remember'd the ear- WI 
neſt Prayers ſne had heard put up to God for NE 
her: And ſhe earneſtly beg'd of God to an- I 
fer thoſe Prayers of her dear Grandmother, Gl 
which were upon the File. J 


It pleasd God to ſhew her; that out of 80 
Chriſt there was no Salvation, and enabled eſſ 


ber to catch at him, as the only Plank which 0 

could ſave her from drowning, He ſnew'd a 
1 her, they were not her Prayers nor Tears | 
could ſave her; and yet by his Spirit ſhe an 
was enabled to pray Day and Night, with 2 
| ſtrong Crying and Tears, as if by them ſhe 
A were to. obtain Salvation. 


At this Time ſhe felt a ſtrong and vehe- 
ment Love to the People of God, and eſpe- 
cially to the Miniſters of Chriſt. Tbe Ti- 
dings they brought of the Heavenly laheri- 
tance, begat in her a lively Hope in that, and 
drew forth her Love to them. And thoſe 
ſought to hear, whoſe Love, in her Ap- 


—.— 


| prebenhion, burn'd with the; greateſt Flame 
| towards Gd. TSHR 8s 51) wot} ; 
She bleſs'd God, that put into her Hands Bw 
the Life of Mr. John Favaway, which mighti- 3 
ly quicken'd and encourag'd her in her way. . 
- By his Flame ſhe was ſet on Fire her ſelf. 


The | ; 


TH 


* 


The more ſhe read of his Love, the more 
ſhe. lov'd. When ſhe was near Eighteen 


Years old, ſhe pray'd earneſtly for that Spi- 


rit which God had pour'd out upon him, that 
that Year of her Life might not paſs over her, 
without being made as zealons for God, as 


he was in that Year of his Life: And ſhe 


bleſſes God, for that Spirit of Zeal for his 
Glory, which was given unto her. Her Soul, 


as ſhe expreſſes it, melted within her, for the 


Souls of thoſe that were out of Chriſt, and 
eſpecially for her Relations, whoſe State, as 
to ſome of them, ſhe fear'd was bad; nor 


was her Concern confin'd wholly to them. 


But the Worth of a Soul, the Loſs of a Soul, 
and earneſt Deſires after the Salvation of 
Souls, took up very much of her Thoughts, 
ſtudying daily what ſhe ſhould do to deliver 
thoſe Souls, if poſſible, from Death.  __ 
Hereupon, with reſpe& to thoſe with 


whom ſhe liv'd, and who were carnal, 


ſhe earneſtly beſought them, Day and Night, 
to conſider their miſerable State by Nature, 
and to ſeek. out for a Saviour; laying be- 
fore them the Sins which ſhe ſaw they 
liv'd in, and begging of them to conſider 
their Danger. As for thoſe at a diſtance, ſhe 
ſent them Letters, ſometimes awakening, 


ſometimes full of Encouragement, the one to 


aftright, and the other to draw them, that if 


poſſible ſhe might do ſome Good to ſome Soul, 


and that ſhe might not live a uſeleſs Life : for 
v6 ; then, 
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then, as ſhe writes, I did indeed love the 
Lord my God, with all my Heart, and Soul, 
and Strength, which Strength 1 daily put 
forth for him. And adds: 1 then thought ! 
did nothing at all; but now I wiſh with all 
my Heart, *twere with me as *twas then. 1 
remember how | us'd to argue the Caſe, and 
the earneſt Deſires which were in me, that 
they might take effect. After which ſhe gives 
an Account of her diligent Endeavours, part 
of which it may not be improper here to ſet 
down in her own Expreſſions. | 
In ſuch a Place, how earneſt with ſuch a 

Soul! 

In fuch a Place, how earneſt with God to 
change their Sov]! and had great Encourage- 
meat, from my Prayers, that he would be 
intreated. ; . 
In ſuch a Place, how earneſt with ſeveral 
together! I could never come in their Com- 
pany, but I improv'd the happy Opportunity, 
hoping to prevail, always preſſing Prayer, 
that moſt delightful Duty to me: telling the 
Danger they were in, and the need they had 
prayer... 

In ſuch a Place, how importunate with ſuch 
a one, that they would leave off ſuch and 
ſuch Sins, and engage in ſuch and ſuch Du- 
ties: telling how much Sweetneſs I had found 
therein. And bleſſed be God | faw a viſible 
Change: Secret. Duty engag'd in, the Sabbarh 
obſerv'd, Love to that which was good, &c. 
| but 
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the but whether this be continu'd I know not, the "20 
ul, |. Providence of God calling me thence. This 4 
but ſhewrites was in a Place, where all that was 274 
cl ſerious was deſpis'd. 1 FE 
all Another time, being full of Concern for 

1 the Soul of a Relation of Mr. John Janaway s, 
nde being mov'd with Pity for one that was ſo. 


"at. nearly ally'd to him, ſhe took his printed Life 
es along with her, and told that Perſon what 
it | Benefit ſhe had receiv'd from it, and defir'd. 
et Þ ſhe would uſe the Means that he had directed, 
by which ſhe might taſte and feel ſomething 
4 of what he found ſo ſweet. . I bleſs God, ſays. 
| ſhe, ſome Good was done; but whether it 
to was abiding, I cannot tell. Some Years af- Hl 
e- ter, ſhe met that Perſon again, and receiv'd 15 
be Thanks for what ſhe had ſaid: after which 9 by: 
Me A FFT. 
al There's one Place more [I'll mention, the wm. 
ai Thoughts, of which fill me with greater Joy . 
15 than the Increaſe of the World in all its 
Th Grandeur would have done. Bleſſed be God, 
NE I can ſay, in ſuch a Place I was made the hap- 
id Py Inſtrument of turning a vile Sinner from 
MN the Error; of his Ways: God open'd my 
4 Mouth, and I ſpake, I intreated and prevail'd. 
* i ſawa Change, a mighty Change, and believe 
A all the Powers of Earth and Hell ſhall never be 
able to pluck that Soul out of the Hand of 
© | Chriſt. Thus you have had an Account of her 
. Converſion, with ſome notable Proofs and E- 
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Account of ſome of her 'Temptations, ev: 
and the Victories ſbe obtain? d over them. me 


. * = 4 
* 


FT ER the Lord had calld her Home, = 
Satan purſu'd and follow'd her with 2 
horrible and grievous Temptationss. 1 
She was ſadly harafs'd with wicked and * 
filthy Suggeſtions, that made her weary of in 
her Life. Every thing almoſt ſhe beheld was | ſe 
torn'd into a Temptation; and even at thoſe ** 
Times eſpecially, would ſhe he infected with 5, 
them, when ſhe was engag'd in meditating 
on a dying feſus: but nder this ſhe cry'd 1 
to.God for Help, as for her Life, and not in iy 
vain; for it pleas'd the Lord to break in up- 2 
on her Soul with fuch a Revelation of his g 
glorious Majeſty, and to give her ſuch Views 


7. 


— 


of bimſelf, as made oy. the Temptation 

aß the Devil! to vauiſh at once. But when 

thoſe Views were olf the evil Imaginations 1 

would return again; but at laſt it pleas'd : 

God wholly to deliver” her. This, ſhe ſays, | 
Akter this lie was foon affiufted with a» | ? 

nother, which was to deny the Truth of the 1 2 


. 


- 


. 


Holy Scriptures: Tb peter der as the was. 


reading of them; but it pleasd God to re- 1 
move this from her, by helping her to under- 1 
ſtand the true Senfe of his I 

1 


ord: upon which” 


er Difficulties, were foo remoy'd, and her 


k { [ - @®- : p 
N 4 5 * * 4 Fe *# 2 7 L ks.” * F eh 

oY « 
N F al 2 


Faith in the Scriptures wax'd ſtronger than 
* ever it had done before, and ſhe was never 
more ſet upon by that Temptation. 
However, not long after this, ſne had new 
Perplexities about the Juſtice of God's De- 
crees (as ſhe expreſſes it) by reaſon that ſome 
only were ſav'd, and others left to periſh. 
How can this, thought ſhe; be conſiſtent 
with ſo mach Love as I daily read of? But 
in anſwer to them; that Paſſage preſented it 
ſelf with other Thoughts: Secret Things be- 
long unto the Lord our God; but thoſe things 
which are reveal'd belong unto us, and to our Chil= 
dren, Deut. 29. 29. Therefore, leaving that 
which was ſo deep a Myſtery unto God, ſnue vl 
turn'd her Thoughts to what was more plaia Bl 
and obvious: and this was, that how much 135 
ſoever the Derelition of thoſe that periſh 117 
was a Secret, ſhe found it did unſpeakably 
enhance the Mercy of thoſe that were made po 
the Heirs of Salvation. She ſaw the tran= 
ſcendent Love which this muſt enkindle in 
the Souls of ſuch as were ſav'd, and particu- 
larly from ſach Conſiderations as theſe: Look 
yonder how many Multitudes are loſt ! Look 
yonder what miſerable Objects they are! 
and lo! here I am fav'd, I, that was as miſe: 
rable by Nature as they, as ready to ſhake off 
5 Divine Impreſſions as they, as backward to 
Duty as they. Why me then? Why me 
? Lord? What's the Reaſon? Behold thus it 
is, and yet juſt and right is he. Then ſhe adds: 
| „ 5 BE 
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: ger than the Earth, and broader than the Sea, Job 


11. 


| 11 
The burning Love which now a Soul, ſav'd wi 
from Hell, muſt feel! beyond what *tis likely or 
it would have done, had all been promiſcuouſ- ſo 
Iy ſav'd. The glorious Rejoicing in Jeſus ! we 
The ſweet Notes which are ſung to him that A! 

hath lov'd us, and waſh'd us from our Sinsin Þ th: 
his own Blood! The being deliver'd from | #» 
what others feel, is what will draw forth the 38 
Heavenly Work of Praiſe. Upon which ſne Kr 
concludes: Lord help me from ever quarrel- 
ling with thy Ways of Providence, O the | 

Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and th 
Knowledg of God! How unſearchable are his pl 
Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding out by 

Rom» 11.33: - 568 m 
She was likewiſe often tempted to disbe- A 
lieve the Being of a God, or at leaſt to leſſen D 
his Per fections; becauſe (as ſhe ſpeaks) ſhe fa 
could not fathom nor find out the Beginning a 
of his Days: but ſhe bleſs'd God for the ſy 
Mercy ſhe had in that, under ſuch a Difficul- a 
ty, ſhe could read and ſearch the Scriptures, ſh 
where ſhe found written theſe words: Behold al 
God 1 great, and we know him not; neither can v; 
the Number of his Years be ſearch'd out, Job 36. tl 
26. No, they cannot; wiſer than thou hy far, ia 
O my Soul, ſays ſhe, have cry'd out, Canſt thou -& 
by fearching find out God? Canſt thou find out the | 
Almighty to Perfection? It is as high as Hea- [| 
ven, what canſt thou do? Deeper than Hell, whac J 
ganſt thou know ? The Meaſure thereof is lon- L 


thou when T 
born or, haſt thou done ſo ſince thy Day? Job 


EIS En nr LE ar IS . 
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11. 7,8, 9. How? Which way? Where 
wilt thou go to ſatisfy thy inquiring Mind? 
or, where can thy Thoughts ramble by rea- 
ſon of Darkneſs? For touching the Almighty 


we cannot find him out, ſays Elihu, Job 37. 23. 


And the Great God himſelf ſays, Where waſt 
ſo and ſo? Waſt thou then 


38. 4. No Lord, we are of yeſterday, and 
know nothing, | : 


After this Account of her Temptations, 


ſhe ſays, it pleas'd God to convince her of 
the Neceſſity of giving up her ſelf more ex- 
plicitely to him 4n Covenant, which ſhe did 


by the Advice of a Reverend Miniſter, and 


made uſe of thoſe words ſhe found in Mr. 
Allen's Book. Before this, ſhe had many 
Doubts and Fears, leſt after all ſne ſhould 


fall away; but now ſhe thought, there was 


a ſtrong Band of Union between her and je- 
ſus Chriſt: and upon this, ſhe began to have 


a more ſettled Hope of Salvation tha ever 
Was 


ſhe had before. This ſhe did when ! 
about Nineteen Years of age. „ 
A little time after which, the whole Na- 


tion was put into a Conſternation, upon / 
ſad Providence that fell out. But ſne bleſſed 
God, that her Heart was fix'd truſting in 
him: And among the Multitude of Thoughts 
that, were within her, this was matter of 
Joy, that ſhe did not ſtay till a Time 8f 


Diſtreſs, before ſhe engag d in ſolemn Cove- 
1 „  -. - + "ny 


. ; 
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things over again, for t 


+ " 


nanting with God, wherein ſhe reſolv'd, by 


the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, to follow him 


through all Difficulties to her Life's End; 


and at this time ſhe gave up her ſelf intire- 


1y to him, to be diſpos'd of as he ſaw fit. 
After what has been ſaid of her Temptations, 


it. may not be improper, to add to'theſe, 
An Account of ſome of her Experiences. 
GQPEAKING of theſe, ſhe thus expreſſes 
ber ſelf: I ſhall reflect on ſome Places, 


where I have ſeen ſach Sights, and believ'd 


ſuch Things, as the very Remembrance 
thereof inflames my Heart with Love to that 
God who was the Author of them. As to 
the Places, they ſhall, many of them, know 
me no more; but, by Faith, © I can fit and 
walk again in them, and review the fame 

y were not things 


of a common Belief. And then ſie pro- 
ceeds: 25 a HIS 4111 1 SO HOT ; SO Y 


| ch a Place, 1 ſaw my ſelf 'iin-a moſt 
miſerahle Condition, by reaſon of Sin; and 
yet moſt happy through Feſw, There did I 
loath and abhor my ſelf, refle&ing on my 


blaſe Carriages towards him; and even there 


had I this bleſſed Promiſe apply'd to my Soul: 
Iſa. 4. 4+ Fear not, for thou ſhalt not be 
aſham d; neither be thou confounded,' for thou 


Halt not be put to Shame : for thou ſhalt for- 


| e et 


” 


_ Mrs. CLTS$8$OULD. 23 
y ges the Shame of thy Touth; and ſhalt not re- 
93 more. 9 N 35 ELD 3 2 $3437 1 
* In ſuch a Place, I did commit my Soul, 


. with a clear View of Faith, into the Hands 
„ of Chrift, to be kept againſt that Day; and 
did believe, that he would keep it till then. 

In ſuch a Place (which was a Garden) re- 
flecting on the Sufferings of Chriſt in a Gar- 
den, conſidering bis Agony, it put me even in 
an Agony too: and whilſt by Faith I be- 
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es liev'd, and by Love I aſpir'd; whilſt, by the 

s, | Helpof the Spirit, I wreſtled; looking ſted- 

d Faſtly up, I faw as it were the Heavens o- 10 
de pen'd, * and that ſame Jeſus ſtrengthening, ith 
it confirming and raviſhing my Soul with his 
0 Love. Then I did believe indeed, and love 


d In that ſame Place, at another time: 
12 8 f | 


3s | O Halcyon Days! thrice happy State, 
* r 5 77 4 
J- © Each Place was Bethel, Heaven's Gate. 
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I ſaw full, perfect, compleat Happineſs to be 
d only in Heaven, and there to be moſt cer- 
1 tain. The Pleaſure I took in the Variety of 
1y ſweet Smells, rais'd my Soul to thoſe Rivers 
A of Pleaſure above; theſe I'ſaw to be but Drops 


FE ii was 10 be ſure an Expreſſion ily, of the Ji 

{5 rn reſfion only, of the Jiv 
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made me paſſionately long for clearęr Reve- 
ations. | 
In ſuch a Place, being made ſenſibte of my 
originally corrupted Nature, I paſſionately 
L ong'd for a Deliverance: and yet willing to 
"ave- ſtaid even to the Years of Methuſelah, 
if but in that time, I might be enabled to 
7 ſomething ſignal for my God, and for my 
eus. | | 21 1 45 
In ſuch a Place, I had this bleſſed Promiſe 
ſet home with ſuch Power, that the effect of 
its Sweetneſs laſted for many Years, with ſo 
feeling an Impreſſion, that no outward Trou- 
ble (tho in that time I met with many) could 
at all diſcourage or prevent my ſenſible Truſt 
and Confidence. It was, Gen. 17. J. to bea God 
unto thee. This ſhe had under a Sermon, and 
gives an Account of ſome of the Heads of it, 
and concludes : But that which I have expe- 
Tienc'd in Sermons, I deſign as my laſt, and 
therefore will mention no more in this Place. 
But this ſhe did not live to accompliſh: and 
it was one of her greateſt Troubles, when 
e lay upon her Death-Bed, that, ſhe had 
not done it, having only juſt made a Begin- 
ning, which, becauſe it is but little, I ſhall 
add it here. Her Words are theſme: 


E 4 


The firſt Sermon 1 heard from Mr. 
was upon. theſe Words, Kom. 8. 28. We-know 
that all things work together for good, to them 
that love God. Not ſome things (ſaid he) 
ES. nor 
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from the Ocean, the Thoughts of which 
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nor many things, or a few things, but ALL. 
| - and ma- 
ny Sermons J heard from him, which were of 
great Support to me, on * Rom. 7. 24, 25. 
By thoſe Sermons, I ſaw Sin fo loathſom a 
thing; and yet found my ſelf ſo greatly 
tainted with it, that I knew not what to do 
to get away from this Body of Sin, which 
ſtuck faſter to me than my Skin. A Delive- 
rance from Miſery would not ſerve my turn : 
no; Sin was the greateſt Bondage | fear'd 
and therefore | long'd for Death, as being the 
only means by which I could really be deli- 
ver'd from Sin. Oh the ſweet Gleams of 
the Spirit at that time diſpens'd! and how 


did it cauſe me to pour out my Soul in Prayer, 


for him that was the Mouth of God unto 


me! O the Strength of Affection, the Vehe- 


mency of Expoſtulation, the earneſt Wreſt- 


lings with God for more of his Spirit to be 


pour'd out on this Mr. From theſe 
extraordinary Experiences of the Divine 
Grace and Favour, I ſhall now proceed to 


ſet down what ſhe writes concerning 


wm 


*» 


* Theſe were not preachd by him who writes this Life, 
but by another. An Account of what ſhe experienc'd under 
bis Miniſty, to whom: ſhe belong'd, God has wiſely pre- 
Ven. i | 
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x Her Spiritual Declenſions aud Defections. 
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e have ſeen her in the Mount, now be- 
1 hold her walking in the Valley: It is 
mot always Day or Sun-ſhine with Believers; 
they have their dark, as well as lucid Inter- 
vals; they have their Winter, as well as 
Summer Seaſons. How it was with her in 
Theſe reſpects, and what was the Frame of 
her Spirit at ſuch a time, will appear from 
the following Relation ſhe gives of her ſelf: 
This is in a ſhort Diary, wherein for ſome 
time ſhe made a daily Obſervation upon the 
Frame of her Spirit. This, ſhe ſays, ſne had 
been taught to do immediately upon her 
-Converfion; tho of late, ſhe had been fo 
Far left to her ſelf, that ſhe could not tell 
how to uſe a Pen. And adds: Lord aſſiſt 
me now to begin again. After which ſhe 
writes in the following Words “ 


* 


. 


May x. 1708. Fhave had this Day, through 
Mercy, ſome Taſte, ſome Sight, ſome 
Senſe, bleſſed be God for this! I have 

__ Tome Affection moving, when beholding 
2 dying, bleeding Feſws at his Table. 
What! but ſome Sight, may a lively 
Chriſtian fay? Can any be dead and 
unaffected in ſuch a Place as that? 
Anſ. Lonce thought ſo my ſelf; but fad 
8 : | 5 Expe- 
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Experience ſhews, the moſt affectionate 
Sights and Sounds, without the Spirit 
of God, will avail nothing; for which 
I have -been enabled moſt earneſtly to 
1 wireſtle, uſing the Promiſe of a faithful 


is God, as an Argument: IJ ye being evil, 
'; know how to give good Gifts unto your 
A Children; how much more ſhall your . Hea- 
18 venly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
n that ast him? Luke 11. 1i12 
f 2. I have nothing to ſay, but dead; no #4 
n Views, no Faith, no Life, no Warmth, 42 
: 3. All one, dead ſtill. 3 
= 5 3 | 25 
k = Oh might my dead Aſfections once be green, if | 
d And hopeful ſpringizg Buds on them be ſeen ! bh 
0 4. Oh dead, I am aſham'd to write, tis 
I! the ſame now. Oh Lord, wilt thou 
ſt lock on one ſo hateful? pardon one ſo 

F. Death may be writ on all my Prayers 

and Thoughts, on all my Actions. No 

h Courage to ſpeak for God. I have no 
e Delight my ſelf in his Service; how can 
e I ſpeak to others? 93 1% 
g 6. Oh that this Winter was over! Oh that 
>, theſe Clouds were ſcatter'd ! Lord ham- 
y ble me, I can do nothing of my felf, 1 
d . - _ have no Memory, no Gifts, no Parts, 
? no Grace in Exerciſe, my -Leaf is wi- 
d ther d. | 8 
bs $5 nt | 7. 
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. 7 Bleſſed be God! ſome feeling Deſires, 
| +++: fome Delight and Love, ſome Faith. 
| Oh what does Uabelief rob me of! Tis 
| ©} © good to be here. 
8. Oh bleſled Sabbath! and yet as dead as ; 
poſſible. I hear much, and yet feel but 
- little. O might 1 work the Works of 
him that ſent me while it is Day! 
9. All. dead; what can I ſay? What can l 
write? How. can I chuſe but bluſh for 
- Shame? 
10. *Tis all one ſtill, dead is the Word, as 
tho I could ſpeak nothing elſe. 1 hope 
5 However, it is, as have lately ſeen, like a 
2 Tree of Bays which is us'd to be green 
1 al the Year; but the Froſt has ſo far 
* — Kild it, that at firſt view it ſeems all 
w_ : dead: but look narrowly, and there are 
HB 270117 me few green Buds, which ſhew *tis 
= alive. Lord, grant it may not recover 
| its Verdure before me! before thy Spirit 
#$ bas beertat, work, as in Times paſt! + 
4 11. Bleſſed be God, 1 now have ſome be- 
3 4 ; lieving Views of unſeen Realities. I can. 
-Þ be fully ſatisfy'd of the Being of a God, 
= and the Relation he ſtands in to me: 
1 12. Lis all one as it us'd to be, dead again. 
BH = The Grace of one Day is not. ſufficient 
1 for another. Lord, for the continu'd In- 
fluences of thy Spirit, without which J 
feel 1 can do norh ing 
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. 13. Oh how dead and cold am 1! Oh bh 
8 where's that Spirit that us'd to breathe 1 l 

ſo ſweetly upon my Soul! Where are 1 
s | thoſe Apprehenſions of Divine Things #7 
C — as usd tobe? 4 
f 14. And muſt Iftill make this diſmal Sound, 1 


” 
* 


dead, dead ? I can do nothing to anſwer 


I the End for which 1 was made, nor give TOR 
r any Proof of * Love to God by my Ac- 1 
tions. . 
S Jam now come to the End of another : tf 
- Sabbath. Once the Word was ſweeter i 
: | to me than any thing. Once nothing 8 
5 could move me, my Affections were ſo i 
þ ftrong, but now little Impreſſion is 171 
| made, Oh Lord, help me to keep my i 
J ſelf from mine [niquity | Love of Sleep, 115 
S and a cowardly Spirit in ſpeaking for jj 
F God, are my Conſtitution- Sins. Lord 14 
- for Strength to overcome! Oh help me to 1 
overcome: O help! 1 
5 16. Some Victory got this day, but et 
L . oy cold, very little Senſe, very little Ft 
ö | One. 5 1 
| 17. Oh why doſt thou hide thy ſelf! with- if | 
| out thy Spirit the moſt dreadful Appre- 1 
R henſions won't rouſe me to my Duty. 7 
| 18. My wither'd Soul my wither'« Soul? 1 


| "02 fear leſt that deb Tree xv 
2 ##/ Hl get the Start of Me. i= af 


There were ſome ſmall Buds under a hi 
x - wither'd Face of Leaves, which ſhew it ar 
was alive. 1 hope tho I ſeem: all wi- | ©” 

ther'd and dead, there are ſome ſmall | 9 

Buds do ſhew there is ſome Life which p 
will ſpring forth in time, = 


| Tord] let not that Tree 
Get the Start of Me. 


h. Ohl little of a Revival. All ſeems 
dead ſtill, but Lord awake uwe. 


Worth of inviſible Realitys, occaſion'd by 
the Sickneſs of a Servant. And again ſhe 
bleſſes God ſhe had had ſome ſweet Taſtes of 


* mm 
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cas. 


/ 20. 1 am as it were quite dead, I cannot fl 
| breathe in Prayer, I can't ſee by Faith, 
| 1 can't feel in my Affection, my Senſes 1 
are loſt. | | 
21. Oh the World ! How does it ſwallow 
up my precious time? How does it rob 
. my Soul? but yet this World do ] hate, 
and long for Communion with (I hope | 
. \ 1 may ſay) my God; 4 
22. lam very much out of Frame this bleſ- 8 
| ſed Sabbath-Day. Oh that the Word y 
i may bring forth Fruit, tho *tis not re- a 
| ceib'd with thoſe ſweet Illuminations of . 
| thy Grace as formerly. 50 
| 
= lieving Views of God, and ſome Senſe of the 
| 
. 
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n 
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his Love, and ſome Belief that ſhe was his 
and he was hers. And adds, I have beea this 
Day at his Table, and have had my Deſires 
enlarg'd after my Jeſus, Oh fulfil the Deſires 
of them that fear thee! Since I wrote here 
laſt I have had great Illneſs, been in grievous 
Pain : but Oh in how much more was my Je- 
ſus! and that for me! Oh that I could but 
live by Faith, and that all my Affections were 
fix d on their right Objects! How glad ſhould 

l be, could I find myſelf always inclin'd to 
duty ! Might but my Soul go after certain 
things ! Thoſe will indeed laſt for ever. 

| But ſhe ſoon breaks out again in this ſor- 

i rowful Complaintt: 


ons 


: —O ſad! The Tree 
Fas got the Start of Me. 


- 


What 1 fear'd is come upon me. I live in 
all appearance a uſeleſs Life. The Tree I 
formerly mention'd is as green and beautiful 
as poſſible, and I, on the contrary, as dead 
and lifeleſs. And will this be always the 
Note? No, I have hope from the many Pro- 
miſes which have been particularly ſet home 


upon my Heart. And then ſhe makes the 
following Recital: 105 


i and I will give thee, a Heart of Fleſh, Ezek. 
: 36. 26. Ts 1 


God has ſaid, I will take away thy ſtony Heart; 
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God has ſaid, He will not break the brui, 


Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax, till he 
fend forth Judgment into Victory, Mat. 12. 20. 


God hath aid, He will bring forth my Righ- 


teouſneſs as the Light, and my Judgment 4s the 
00n-aay, Pl. 37. 6. os 
God hath ſaid, He will be to me as the Dem, 
and I ſhall revive as the Corn, Hoſea 14. 5, 7. 
Again he has ſaid, Iwill pour my Spirit upon 
thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thy Offspring, 1a. 
44. 3 \ 
He hath ſaid, Fear not, for thou haſt found 
Favour with God, Luke 1. 30. | 
He hath ſaid, The Eternal God is thy Refuge, 
and underneath are the Everlaſting Arms, Deut. 
33.27, Theſe Promiſes were immediately 
apply'd by the Spirit of God'to her Soul. 
Theſe, ſays ſhe, are refreſhing to me, and 
on theſe: his Words do I hope. Many more 
were apply'd to her under the Miniſtry of the 
Word; ſome of which ſhe deſign'd to have 
taken notice of, had ſheliv'd. After the re- 
Cital of theſe Promiſes, ſhe adds: Oh that I 
could ſpend, and be ſpent for this God! Oh 
that I could Joſe my Life in glorifying of him! 
Oh. that I did but know him more! then I 
ſhould love him better, and follow him cloſer, 
nete 711 
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The laſt Accoun has written of 


F 
herſelf. 


* 


"BY 


ULT 1710. I was took with a Fever, by 


Grave. Methought the World and I was part 
ing, that I was ſtepping that laſt Step. Me- i 
thought my Sun was ſetting in a Cloud. The 1 

Light of God's Countenance was withdrawn, 1 
but yet I had a good hope through Grace. I N 
fear' d not Death, but yet was loth to die, | 
not for Love of the World, but by reaſon MF 

1 had done no more for God in the World. i 

| I bleſs God I could truſt him in the dark; and i 


the Soul which 1 had committed to him when ] 
T had Light, IL did believe he would keep ſafe 1 
for me. I had ſo often truſted in him, and 


he was ſuch a try'd Friend to me, that I could 
quietly commit my departing Soul into his 
Hand. But when I conſider'd how little F 
had done for a God, whom had found in ma- 
ny thouſand Inſtances ſo kind, I could hardly 
bear the Thoughts of dying, but with Heze- 
kiah, I turn d my Face to the Lord and wept ſore, 
2 Kings 20. 2, 3. I pleaded the Caſe with 
him: Can the Dead, ſaid I, ſhew forth thy 
Praiſe ? Oh cut me not off in the midſt of my 
Years! Wilt thou ſhew Wonders in the Grave! 
Pſal. 88. 11,12. Ii the Living, the Living 
Hal praiſe thee, Iſa. 1 8 N 
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hs THO EFTFE- of: 
A kind God has heard Prayer, and has de- 
_ liver'd; but what am I ſpar'd for? Before I 
am recover'd, Paleneſs appears in many Faces. 
Am l juſt ſav'd from an eaſy peaceable Death, 
to die a violent one, or to ſuffer I know not | 
what? I can't tell what the Event of thing: 
will be. My*Sins deſerve great Sufferings. 
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Their Puniſhment would be ſevere : But T 
don't look for what they merit, then it would 
be Hell; No, no, tis through a Jeſus, God 
looks upon me. Oh that I knew where I might 
find him, then world I come even to his Seat! 
Job 23, 3. Then would I fear none of theſe 
things. Lord, put under thine Everlaſting 
Arm to ſupport, and then bring upon me 
= what thou wilt. Make me victorious even | 
to the Death, and then let it. be Death itſelf, 
if in that I might glorify thee. Prevent me 
ever being unwilling to part with any thing 
thou baſt given me. Suffer me not to ſet my 
Heart upon any of theſe things. When I 
conſider, five Years ago, I had not ſo many 
of the good things of this Life to call my 
own as now I have, and that I now have 
them, is, becauſe God hath graciouſly given 
them me. Bleſſed be God I have had them 
| ſo long. Let thy Time, O Lord, be my 
9 their Stay. To thee freely reſign = 
my ſelf, my Spouſe, my worldly Subſtance ; 
do with me and mine what thou pleaſeſt. 
Some Children in this time thou haſt given 
me, thou haſt taken them again, bleſſed a 5 
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thy Name! I as firmly believe, as if I ſaw 
| | the Heavens open'd, that my Children are 
. both of them with Jeſus. Firſf, From the 


Promiſe made to me before they were born. 
Secondly, From the many Prayers the Spirit 


of God excited in me for them in the Womb. i 
Thirdly, From the frequent devoting of them WH 
to the Lord when I had them. I remember 145 


with what Pleaſure I ſtretch'd them out in 
my Arms before the Lord: How I lifted 
them up towards Heaven, where they are 
gone before, freely ſubmitting to the Will 
of him that took them to himſelf, and yet 


— 0K. 
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praying earneſtly, if it would pleaſe God, to 158 
ſpare Life. O Lord, ſaid I, if it may pleaſe 19 
thee, let this Child live in thy Sight! Thoſe * 
Words were immediately ſuggeſted: Precious 
in the Sight of the Lord is the Death of his Saints, 1 
Pat: 116.14. 1 1 194 
And thus I have faithfully tranſcrib'd the 1 
Account ſne has left written under her o＋/n {i 
Hand. And they that have read this, will.ea- 14 
ſily believe what ſhall be further ſaid of her | - 
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Some brief Remarks on the Courſe of her 
Life, the Graces that ſhone in her, and 
her Exemplary Deportment at Death. 


4 ” , * 


8 H E made Religion her main Buſineſs, her 
9 Heart and Soul were taken up in the Con- 
cerns of it. She was very conſtant in the 
diſcharge of Secret Dutys, abundant in Pray- 
er and Meditation. From the day of her Con- 
'Verſion (as ſhe gives the Account herſelf) ſhe 
never omitted her daily Duty: No Buſineſs 
| would hinder her from it. When all others 
have been in Bed, ſhe would ſit up very late 
* in the Night to converſe with God in ſecret. 
_  >hc was a ſtrict Obſerver of the Lord's 
Day, and took great care that all about her 
kept it. 15 7 
She was diligent in her Attendance at the 
jord's Table, as often as ſhe had opportuni- 
ty, and her Health would permit, nay ſome- 
times when her weak Circumſtances would 
eem to forbid it. | 1 5 
here were few her Fellows in the diſ- 
charge of relative Dutys. e had a true | 
Affection for her Relations, and expreſs'd 
it above all in a wonderful Concern for their 
ouls. 
As for her Servants and others of her 
Acquaintance and Friends, it was ſurpriz- 
-—_— ing 2 
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ſtructing, reproving and praying for them. 
She had great Compaſſion on the Ignorant. 
She was much in inſtructing them Night and 
Day, and would herſelf teach them to read. 
And beſides the Pains ſhe thus beſtow d upon 
them, ſhe would give them Mony to quicken 
and encourage them in Learning. By this 
means ſome have own'd, the firſt Impreſſions 
they receiv?'d of Serioufneſsto have been from 
her. She ſpake it as matter of Comfort, 
that ſhe knew there were thoſe in Heaven 
who were glorifying God on her account. 
She was faithful and prudent in admini- 
ſtring her Reproofs. As to thoſe to whom 
ſhe could not ſo well apply herſelf by Speech, 
ſhe would write to them, and endeavour'd 
to do it with ſuch a moving Strain, and in 


ſuch a Chriſtian manner, as not juſtly to of- 
fend, if it did not reclaim. Others ſhe has 
_ faithfully reprov'd by ſpeaking to them, eſ- 


pecially ſuch as would take the Lord's Name 
in vain, the Sound of which in a. trifling 
manner was us'd (as ſhe ſays her ſelf) to 
pierce her Soul as tho it was a Sword; nor: 
could ſhe bear to hear it without reproving, 
for which ſhe has been threaten'd with Canes 
lifted up, and bitter Rage. This was When 
ſhe was very young; but afterwards when 
lead People have ſtood about her Shop and 
blaſphem'd God, if ſhe thought ſhe could 
not preyail by ſpeaking to them, ſhe has eben 
8B 3 6 them 
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ing to hear-of the Pains ſhe has taken in in- 
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The LIFE of 


them Mony to forbear their profane Curſing 
and Swearing, it was ſuch a Burden to her 
to hear it. | gore Lad: 

She us'd to be much in Prayer for the Souls 
of thoſe ſhe had a reſpe& for; and thoſe 
ſhe thought in danger, ſhe would follow 
with the moſt earneſt Intreaties to conſider 
their {ad Caſe, and with Tears would be- 
ſeech them to take care of their precious 
Souls. I ſhall here mention an Inſtance which 
ſhe has left in Writing, and which I have 
omitted in the foregoing Account, 

It was occaſion'd by the Sickneſs of one of 
her Servants, concerning whom ſhe writes 
theſe Words: Methought I ſaw her Soul 
ſtanding at the Door of Eternity and of Hel]. 
At the ſame time methought I ſaw the Devils 
watching to catch it. All hope of Life was 
gone, and no hope of Life Eternal could be 
perceiv'd. I bleſs God for the Affection it 
wrought in me: and then ſhe confeſſes, I 
have no Senfe. of the Worth of a Soul ; the 
Souls of my Servants, as well as my own, may 
die in my Houſe without Concern, if I have 
not that Concern given me of God, and 1 
bleſs his Name-for what I have. It was ſome 
Comfort to me, that I had not put off ſpeak- 
ing to, and intreating the poor Creature be- 
fore this diſmal hour. I had before told her 
that Life was but a Thread, which God could 
in a moment ſnap in two. I had directed her 
to the moſt important Dutys, as Prayer, 
h 1 +” Searing 
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I Hearing and Reading, &c. I had told her 
| the Danger of a natural State, and what a 
State that was, I had intreated her and the 
reſt -to go to God for a Deliverance, but no 


Change wrought as I ſaw; which made it 
ſtrike with deep Impreſſion, to think a Soul 
. ſnould go out of my Houſe to Hell. This 
made me in the moſt affectionate manner be- 


ſeech with Tears, and yet afraid to ſpeak leſt 
Life ſhould be overthrown thro Grief; for 
through the Fear of Death (being told the 
difmal Account ſhe'd have to give) Tears 
flow'd on both ſides amain, and great Hopes 
had (and Promiſes ſhe made) if God ſhould 
ſpare Life, that a Change would be wrought ; 
but alas! ſhe recover'd, and has forgot her 
ſick-bed Repentance, ; 1 
To all that has been ſaid I ſhall add a few 
Things concerning ſome other Excellencies 
that were very conſpicuous in her, and that 
are worthy the Chriſtian Reader's Imitation. 
She had preat Knowledg in the things of 
God; eſpecially in the experimental Part of 
Religion, and the Secrets of God's Covenant. 
To this the Education and Example ſhe had 
from her holy Grandmother, and other Chri- 
ſtian Relatives, were a great help. Beſides 
„5 that, after it Pers God thorowly to con- 
K vert her, ſne was indefatigable in her En- 
| deavours to know Him, whom to know is Life 
55 Eternal. For this end ſhe ſpent many whole 
Nights in Reading, Prayer and Meditation. 
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"An LiFE of. T 
An infatiable Thirſt after the ſaving Knows 
ledg of God carry'd her beyond her bodily 


Strength : ſo earneſt was ſhe upon the ſavin 
of her Soul, that it is thought ſhe too muc 


forgot the Reſpect ſhe had to her Body, an 
that her often Watching, and great Pains 


might contribute ſomewhat to the contracting 
thoſe Diſtempers that ſhorten'd her Days; 
which puts me in mind of a Paſſage quote 
by the Reverend * Mr. Shower from Dr. Gil- 
in's excellent Book of Temptation, It may 
be reckon'd, ſays he, as one of Satan's 
Temptations to the moſt diligent and uſeful 
Preachers (and ſo it may be ſaid of ſome ex- 
traordinary Chriſtians) by overdoing to lay 
a Snare for their Lives, laviſhing their 
Strength in a Prodigality of Pains for the 
good of Souls, which like a Thief in a Can- 


dle immediately waſtes them; whereas a bet- 
ter husbanded Strength might be more ad- 


vantageous, by continuing the Light longer: 
And yet their Ends are ſo ſincere, their 


_ Work ſo pleaſant, and their Hearts ſo enflam'd 


with Zeal, that they ſeldom obſerve, as they 


might, that Satan is glad of the Opportu- 
nity, to deſtroy them with their own Wea- 


| Pon. 5 6 Ee | ; 


After her Knowledg I may mention her 
Faith. This was indeed above what is or- 
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Shower's Funeral-Sermon on Mr. Nath, Oldfield. 
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Mrs. CL1880ULD. 41 
dinary, as appears from ſeveral Inſtances 
in the foregoing Account. She made it her 


particular Exerciſe to honour God by beliey- 
ing, and by placing an intire Truſt and Con- 


fidence in his Promiſes. erein ſhe imitated 


the Father of the Faithful, in being fully per- 
ſuaded that what he had promisd, he was 
able alſo to perform. How many Promiſes 
did ſhe apply to her own Soul, and did moſt 


firmly believe they ſhould be made good unto 


her. When ſhe was aQually dying, ſhe could 
not but declare it for the Glory of God with 
a ſort of Admiration, how ſtrongly ſhe had 
ſometimes been enabled to believe. She was 


truly a diligent Follower of them, who 


through Faith and Patience have inherited 
the Promiſes. Ty 
was very exemplary in her Charity. 
Herein ſhe-had a Privilege and an Oppor- 
tunity, allow'd above many of her Sex in the 
like Circumſtances, which I cannot preſcribe 
for a general Rule, nor recommend it always 
for an Example. 33 
I confeſs, that in e Time of my Ac- 
quaintance with her, I apply'd to her but 
once for Charity, which was in' preſence of 
her Husband : but I found the thing done 
already before I could deſire it, and indeed 


beyond my Expectation. Another time hav. 


ing publickly mention'd the Caſe of a very ne- 


ceſſitous Miniſter in the Country; ſhe ſent 


me a Sum to convey to bim, which accord- 
| ingly 
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ingly was done: and in her Sickneſs ſhe de- 
fir'd to be truly inform'd about the Circam- 
Rances of another Perſon, for whom ſhe of- 
fer'd to do very conſiderably if there had 


been need, but there was none. Theſe are 


all the Inſtances I can relate upon my own 
nowledg. - But her neareſt Friends. have 
given me ſuch Accounts of her readineſs to 
do good, and of her Prudence in the ſecret 
Management of it, that I muſt mention this 
as having no ſmall ſhare in her excellent Cha- 
— „ RT 
She was alſo. very eminent for her Love to 
good People, eſpecially to godly Miniſters, 
for whom ſhe was always praying. When 
ſe found herſelf dying, ſhe could not for- 
dear declaring to one of thoſe that attended 


ber in her Sickneſs, how often ſhe had 


pray'd for him, how ſhe had lain proftrate 
before God, and with what Ardour and 
Vehemency of Soul ſhe had pleaded and 
wreſtled with the Lord to. pour out his Spirit 
upon him, and to make his Labours ſucceſs- 
ful: and then ſpeaking to him, ſne expreſt her 
carneſt Deſires in moſt pertinent Petitions 
for him. She ſpoke much to the ſame pur- 


- poſe, as I am inform'd, to another. The 


Lord gave a gracious Anſwer to her Prayers. 


I need not after all this tell you of her Pub- 


lick Spiritedneſs, and the burning Zeal ſhe 
bad for the Honour of God, and the Intereſt 
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en of her Life is but one continu'd Inſtance of 
it. She ſays in her Writings, and ſhe us'd 
the ſame Expreſſion to me when the cold 
Sweats of Death were upon her, that ſhe 
had wiſh'd her Fleſh was Braſs, and her Sinews 
Iron, and that thus ſhe might have worn her 
ſelf out in the Service of God. 

I There is but one thing more I ſhall men- 
tion, and this was her great Modeſty and 
Humility, with which as with a Veil ſhe co- 
ver'd her other Excellencies. She thought 
worſe of herſelf than any other Chriſtian ſhe 
knew, and was far from being noiſy or oſten- 
tacious : ſhe diſclos'd but little of her Heart, 
except it were to thoſe from whom ſhe hop'd | 
to find ſome Spiritual Aſſiſtance and Be- 
nefit, or to whom ſhe might do ſome good, 
And when ſhe deliver'd herſelf, it was with 
ſuch an Air of Sincerity and real Seriouſneſs, 
with that modeſt Softneſs and unaffected Hu- 
mility as was truly entertaining and edifying. 
In her Writings ſne ſtudy'd the greateſt Se- 
crecy, and carefully conceal'd her Papers from 
the ſight even of her neareſt Relatives. She 
labour'd to be as uſeful as poſſible, to do what 
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3 good ſhe could, and yet to be ſeen as little as 
5 might be. 4 4 8 2 

I ſhall make an end after I have told you, 
= that as thus ſhe led an Exemplary Life, ſa 
- | ſhe was as Exemplary in her Death. She was 
_ exercis'd for ſeveral Weeks with moſt exqui- 
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ſite Pains, which were a great Trial to her 
= Patience: 
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Patience: yet in all ſhe entirely reſign'd her 
ſelf to the Will of God, ſhe hop'd that God 
would fpare her to do ſomething farther for 
mim in this World; but when ſhe found is 
was his Pleaſure to call her home, ſhe quietly 
ſubmitted, being carry'd above the Fear of 
Death as well as the Love of Life. She told 
a Friend that viſited her, that how ſoever it 
ſhould pleaſe God to deal with her in this 
Sickneſs, ſhe was ſure her Soul was ſafe. The 
Pains of Death did not abate her Zeal for 
God; even then how great was her Concern 


for the Good of Souls! How full was ſhe 


of Exhortations to her Relations, Friends 
and Servants, as they came about her ! How 


| — was ſhe in her Addreſſes to particu- 
| ar 


Per ſons, quickning ſome, admoniſhing o- 
thers, recommending Religion to All, ſending 
Meſſengers to thoſe of her Servants that were 


Abſent, and making thoſe that were preſent 


promiſe they would faithfully deliver them. 


Afterwards when they were all together 


(which was the Night before ſhe dy'd) how 


movingly did ſhe ſpeak to them! and directed 


her Exhortations to thoſe eſpecially that ſhe 
thought needed them moſt. Oh what Floods 
of Tears did ſhe often draw from thoſe that 
were in the Room, and that ſtood round her 
Bed! She ſpoke with great Affection and 
Judgment as long as her Strength- would per- 
mit, She held faſt her Confidence to the 
End, In the Agony of Death ſhe dr 
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.theſe Words, as what ſhe thought molt a- 


dapted to her Caſe, to be the Subject of her 
Funeral Diſcourſe : And Bleſſed 1s ſhe that 
believ'd, for there ſhall be a Performance of thoſe 
Things which were told her from the Lord. 
And when (becauſe her Strength failing her, 
ſhe deſir'd her neareſt Relative to rehearſe 
them) upon his mentioning that part of 
them, Bleſſed is ſhe that beliew'd, ſhe raig'd 
herſelf up, as tho recovering a new Vigour 


from them, and repeated them herſelf, ſay- 


ing, Bleſſed is She, ſhe, ſhe that believ'd. She 
expreſs'd an intire Truſt in God, ſaying, 
that ſhe knew her Life was hid with Chriſt 
in God; and was perſuaded that he would 


keep what ſhe had committed to him. She 


own'd ſhe had not thoſe extraordinary Tran- 
ſports which ſome have felt, but found ſtrong 
Supports. After this her Spirits fainting ſhe 
ſaid, What ſhall I do? and preſently again, 
What ſhall Ido? upon which ſhe immediately 
rous'd her ſelf up, and opening her Eyes ſaid 
to thoſe of us that were about her, Do not 
think that I complain thus becauſe I am af- 
frighted at Death. She languiſf'd till the next 
day, when viſiting her again, her Strength 


and Speech being juſt gone, I only ſaid that 


I hop'd ſhe felt an inward Peace, and that ſhe 
ſtill confided in God; to which ſhe gather'd 
up all the Strength ſhe had, and cry'd, Yes. 
I took my leave of her, and in a few hours 


after, ſhe aſcended, leaving the Body till the 
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Reſurrection of the Juſt. 
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upon my ſelf by ſuch or ſuch a Sin, it then 


fits eaſie; for I found my ſelf more troubled | ; 

for the Cauſe of my Affliction, than the Af- 
fliction it ſelf. . 5 
VNV 0 
* = 8 Mb. II. Fi 
| 53 5 5 a 
Her Deſire of Deliverance from Sin. * 
"x HERE“''s no Sin which I earneſtly de- ] 


fire to have pardon'd, but with as much t 
Earneſtneſs I defire to have purg'd and utter- ti 


I y aboliſn'd: and could there be ſuch a thing F 
as Salvation in Sin, it would be to me an un- B 
ecaſy, bitter and abhor'd thing. I ſnhould ra- is 
ther be a Stock or Stone, the moſt ſenſleſs of I 
Beings, than have leave to live in Sin 3. for W 
I count it one of the moſt afflicting things G 
in the World, to be left to Sin, and to have 
former Sins puniſh'd by being permitted to go te 

in Sin. . | 1 

> | : , ME D. III. ” 8 | Ee ; 

1 Her Thirſt after Holineſs. 


20 46: 
OS 


HER E is nothing I breathe after 
I fo much as Holineſs 3; nor does any | 
thing ſo much delight my Soul, as the 
Thought that one day 1 ſhall be Holy anc 
without Blame before God in Love. Icovet 1 
E _ __earketly, iF- 


— — —  — — — — 


Her Senſt of the Virtue of Chr ifs Blood: 


r 


| _ APPENDIX: 49 
earneſtly, but they are the beſt Gifts, ſuch 
as Faith, Love and Repentance; Grace to 
pleaſe God, Grace that I may get ripe for 
Heaven, Grace to keep a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards God and Man; Grace to be 
all of apiece, always ſerious, not by Fits 
and Starts, not only in my Retirements, 
not only in the Houſe of God, but in niy 
Converſation; and that, not only with my 
Tongue but my Heart. I long for an habi- 
tual and awful Senſe of God's All-ſeèing Eye 
to govern my Hands, Eyes, Tongue and 
Feet; my Heart, all the Members of my 
Body and Motions of my Soul, as one that 
is ſenſible God ſees, and what a God he is. 
I long to be deliver'd from the Vanity of my 
Mind, to have my Thoughts working after 
God, fill'd with ſerious Meditations. Oh 
how ſhall I do to die, how ſhall 1 do to live 
to the Glory of that God whoſe I am? 


MED. IV. 


* 
* 


4 


on > . 


I Do really think my ſelf one of the worſt 


of Sinners in the World. And yet as bad 

as I know my ſelf to be, and God knows me 
to be, I am ſure there is Virtue enough in 
the Blood of Chriſt to take all the Stains 
out ot my Soul. 5 
5 M & D. 
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Mev. V. | 
Her Fuſtifying of God. „ 


HE Conſideration of my own Vileneſs 

makes me juſtify. God in his moſt afflic- | 
tive Diſpenſations towards me; and under 
the moſt preſſing Weights I can't chuſe but 
bleſs him with Admiration that they are no 
heavier, 5 


py we 0 JS tf + 0 : . 


| DA do Vo jt 
„ Her T hankfulneſs for Afflictions. 


| Do really bleſs God for my Afflictions as 
I heartily as for other Mercies, for 1 reckon 
them among the Number. The Cordials 1 
have to comfort me when afflicted, are ſweet- 
er than the Affliction it {elf is bitter. I find 
the being brought into rough and tempeſtu- 
ous ways, is a great means to raiſe my Soul W 
in the high Praiſes of God, when ſet at li- 0 
berty, and that with more Senſe and Affec- II 
tion than if I had not been ſo afflicted and ſo m 
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ED. VII. 
Hier Thoughts of the World. 


| 92 my part, as little or as much as 1 
have ſeen of the World, I can look on 


it with no Satisfaction or Pleaſure. To me 


it ſeems to be in a continual hurry, a very 
noiſy Place, fill'd with high and bluſtering 
Winds, Storms and Tempeſts, pricking Bri- 
ars and Thorns. . Young People that are juſt 
ſetting forth in it, uſually form vaſt Expec- 
tations from it. But I am young as well as 
they, and I ſee nothing here but what bids 


me long for a more ſerene and calm Region. 


There's nothing I have lov'd, but I have found 
a Sting in it; there's nothing I do love, but 
it draws forth many a Tear; there's nothing 
Idefire, but I expect withat ſome Croſs or o- 
ther, to tell me tis but a Creature, a fair 
Flower but fading; there's nothing I enjoy 


which is delightful and pleaſant that I dare fix 


too faſt upon, for in a moment ſomething 
may intervene that may cut it off, or ſeparate 
me from it fo, as not to enjoy the Sweetneſs 
of it. Its Uſefulneſs may be taken away, or 
I may be depriv'd of it, or be render'd unca- 
pable of enjoying it. 
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ME p. VIII. 5 
Her Improvement of Pain. 


Y Pains I have learned how great a Deli- | 
D verance from them is; by feeling the ” 
Sharpneſs of them, 1 hope I can more affectio- 5 
nately think of the Love of Chriſt. Oh how F 
rievous 1s it to be in violent Pain! Oh how 
great was his Love to bea Man of Sorrows, 
and acquainted with Grief ! He drank of the 
Brook in the way, nay all the way thro the 
World. And is Pain moſt painful in the 
Night? Yet when others were ſleeping he 
was in an Agony, the inward Workings of 
his Soul being ſo great, that he ſweat as it were 
great Drops of Blood. With his Stripes we 
A are heal'd : He was oppreſs'd, and he was af- 
fied, and that for me. His tender Conſti- 
tution without doubt made him feel his Pain 
with more exquiſite Senſe than I could do the 
raging of mine. This help'd to aſſwage my 
! own. Oh how ſhould we abound in Thankſ- 
Fine to God for every day's Deliverance 
rom a Temporary Pain, how much more for 
Deliverance from Eternal ? | 
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Mk p. IX. 
Her Senſe of her own Unworthineſs. 
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Am ſenſible I am unworthy of the leaſt 
. 1 Mercy I enjoy, that I am not worthy of 
the Bread I eat or Clothes I wear: That all 
the Underſtanding, Knowledg, Inclination 

| to Good, Deſires after Grace and Glory that 
are in me, are not from my ſelf, but are all 


?  theGiftof God. Iam ſenſible I can't believe, 

: nor repent, nor love of my ſelf: if I am 

$ enabled to do it one time, I have no power to 

i do it again, nor dare I ſay 'tis an eaſie thing a 
F to do either; for if I do once, I find I need the io 
. ſame Power to aſliſt the ſecond time, and the "0 
4 third, and ſo on as at the firſt, There's no i} 
X room for boaſting under the Law of Faith. 


pk 


WE. 
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Therefore I declare I renounce all Self-Righte- 

ouſneſs. I do not expect Salvation for any 
thing I do. If I am accepted at laſt, it muſt 

be thro the Righteouſneſs of another: And 
N therefore, I throw my ſelf at the Foot of 
him that died, that he might bring us to God. 
{ have Filth with my moſt ſhining Dutys; 
Oh waſh the Stains out with thy Blood! lam 
lame, blind, ragged, naked, helpleſs, defil'd; 
Oh for the Fountain open!  _ 1 
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Her Thoughts upon the dangerous Sickneſs 
of 4 dear Relative. 


A a ſtrong Fort to flee unto; as a Ground 
of {weet Conſolation in the moſt ſink- 
ing Time; as a ſtrong Defence that will ſhel- 
ter from the moſt violent Storms and Tem- 
peſts, are the following Conſiderations to my 
Soul : When my Mind runs here, I think I 
can bear any thing; the Loſs of all; the Loſs 
of Health, of Relations on whom I depend, 
and whom I love; all that is dear to me, with- 
out repining or murmuring. As fire, that 
God orders, diſpoſes and manages all things 
by the Counſel of his own Will; when J 
think of the Extenſiveneſs of his Provi- 
dence, that it reaches to the minuteſt 
thing: Then tho a uſeful Friend or dear 
Relation be ſnatch'd away by Death, 
recall my ſelf, and check my rambling 
Thoughts with theſe Conſiderations: Is not 
God, from Everlaſting to Everlaſting, God? 
And has he not promis'd to be a God to me? 
a God in all his Attributes? a God in all his 
Perſons? à God in all his Creatures and Pro- 
vidences? And ſhall I dare to ſay, what ſhall 
I do? Was not he the infinite Cauſe of all 
that I met with in the Creature, and were 
not 
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JJ 
not they the finite Effect of his infinite Love 
and Kindneſs? I havedaily experienc'd that 
the Inſtrament was and is what God makes 
it to be, and this God has the Hearts of all 
Men in his Hand, And the Earth 1s the 
Lord's, and the Fullneſs thereof. If this 
Earth be good for me, I ſhall have it, for 
my Father has it all in poſſeſſion. If Favour 
in the Eyes of Man be good for me, I ſhall 
have it, for the Spring of every Motion in 
the Heart of Man is in God's Hand. My 
Dear now ſeems to be dying; I am cer- 
tain that God is all-wiſe, and every thing is 
done by him for the beſt : ſhall I hold back any 
thing that is his own, when he requires it ? 
or ſay, I muſt have this or the other thing, 
when he withholds it? No, God forbid ! 
He is all-wiſe, and when J conſider the Excel- 
lency of his glorious Attributes, I am ſatiſ- 
fy'd with all his Dealings. 


ME D. XI. 
Her moſt amiable Viem. 


HE lovelieſt Sight in my Eyes of this 
whole World, is a Perſon in the livel 
Exerciſe of Grace; to ſee one expreſſing Fai 
in God, Love to him, Hatred of Sin, De- 
fires after Holineſs, and breathing after the 


ſinleſs State of Perfection. All the Grandeur 


- ey 


= 
> — 
— 


— 
n 


= 


5 


— — — — 


. 


* 
AZ 
BS. - 
* 
35 


9 
Lark 
* 


2 
d 
1 


ee 


— — 
*% 


50 APPENDIX. 
and Pleaſures of this Life are to me but v 
empty Baubles compar'd herewith.  _ t 
1 5 di 
Her Admiration of Providence. - 
HEN I conſider the various Deal- 2 
isgs of God in his Providence towards 2 


me, I can't but admire to think, that every | * 
urn of Life, Alteration of Circumſtances, 
Tranſplantation here and there, his diſpoſing 
the Minds of People either for or againſt me, 

my walking ſometimes through rough and 5 

tempeſtuous Ways, ſometimes through calm ä 
and ſerene; ſometimes being caſt down, and 
other times lifred up: I can't, I ſay, but 
admire that all this towards ſuch a Worm 
as I, ſhould be to make his Praiſe the more glo- 
rtious in the other World, as moſt certainly 
—_— 
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. Fler Complaint of Herſelf. 


* . 


H how are. the Times alter'd with me ! 


and how do I now carry it to what I 
hee did! When God was pleas'd firſt to 
work on me, how tender and careful! But 
now, how harden'd and careleſs! Oh how 
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ſweet was a Sabbath! how delightful were 

| the Thoughts of God and Chriſt! and how 
did J wonder at Chriſtians, that when they 
met, their time was all taken up about the 
World, and no more was ſpent in Diſcourſes 
of God and Chriſt and Heaven ! Oh how 
dearly did I love Retirement from the World, 
and Converſe with God ! How precious was 
a Jeſus, how delightful was Prayer, and how 
far in this nature might I go on ! | 
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Her Complaint continu'd. 


H how faſt do Declenſions come on! 
Indeed I have not miſs'd kneeling before 
God every Night and Moraing ever fince his 
Word (impreſs'd with Power) and his Spi- 
rit gave, as I hope, a ſaving Touch. Yet ſo 
bad has it been, that Prayer has been as a 
Task, and I have been glad when it was over. 
To miſs it I did not dare, remembring that 
Apoſtacy firſt began here; but Oh how have! 
preſum'd to trifle in it! How do l ſee that! 
can do nothing of my ſelf, by finding how 
hardly I have been drag'd to converſe with 
that God, in whoſe Company I once took fo 
much Delight? Affliction is indeed much 
abated, and the Creature is more than it has _ 
been, The World has got a great Room in 
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my Aﬀections.: Lord let me ſtop, and fink 
no lower! I that have wreſtled ſo earneſtly 
for. ſaving: Grace for others, have need now 
to come with the ſame Earneſtneſs for my 
felt Are the Principlesof Grace inlaid, or 
no? If they be, Lord ſtir them up in a, 
__ not the World thus run away with my 


bart !! i 


| Mxo. XV. 
Her Deſire to praiſe God. 


— 


O* that 1 had the Tongue of an Angel, 
that would never, no, never be weary 
in praiſing of my kind God! ! Oh that I could 
Praiſe him, and ever ever praiſe him! Oh 
that every Creature-Comfort might draw) 
forth freſh Shouts of Praiſe, and be as Steps 
to that Ladder which reach'd Heaven! How 
can I make a Stop, when Pen and Heart do go 
together? ? Bleſſed be God for Affliction, be- 
cauſe it teaches how to walk humbly in Prof. 
perity, and makes the Duty of Praiſe more 
ſweet. Bleſſed be God for Affliction, for now 
1 know from whom my All comes. Tis Sin 
that robs me of Comfort, and tis Kindneſs 
in God to ſtrike. me when 1 ſin. Bleſſed be 
God-for every one of his Dealings towards 
me ever ſince I came into the World, For the 
future 1 hope I ſhan 't immoderately faſten on 
- Z | * Creature- 
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k Creature-Enjoyments, but look up to that 
y God in Songs of Praiſe, who gives them, and 
v makes them to be Comforts, and who can in 
y a Moment take them away, or make them 
r heavy Croſſes. Bleſſed be God for all his 
Kindneſs, which no Tongue can expreſs. Oh 
| how true are all his Promiſes! Oh how faith- 
fully doth he fulfil every one of them to 
thoſe that traſt in him! Bleſſed is ſhe indeed 
that believes, for there ſhall be a Perform- 
ance of thoſe things that are promis'd her 
the Lord. Does God ſay to any, I will be to 
thee a God? Moſt certainly then he will 
be ſo, I have found him ſo, and ſpeak what 
A I feel. Praiſe him, praiſe him, O my Soul, 
y for the Operations of his Spirit in his Provi- 
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of : Her Proſpect moderated. WES: + 


. RE AT are the Proſpects of Comfort | 
8 J behold. Every thing ſeems to have a 

W ſmiling Aſpect; and had not God prepar'd 

in my way by Affliction, I ſhould have form'd 

ſs vaſt; Ex pectations from the World; I ſhould 


e have faid, now my Mountain ſtands ſtrong, 
Is things are as I would have them: How beau- 
IC tiful are the Breaſts of the Creature! How 
Jn ſweet a Place is this Earth! Why may not 
uk | 
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I fix here for ever? But I have ſeen, and 
bleſs'd be God J have ſo! that my Moun- 
tain, tho never ſo ſtrong, is but as Ice that 
melts away; and that the more delight I take 
in the World, the likelier it is to prove 
Bitterneſs in the End; tbat the higher my 
Hopes, the deeper my Falls. In all things 
Vexation and Sorrow at one time or other, 
more or Jeſs. Therefore, O my Soul, ſtil] 
cheriſh a holy Thirſt to awake in Chriſt's 
Likeneſs, to behold him Face to Face; for 
then as no more Sin, ſo no more Sorrow, but 
not till then! The greater Proſpect thou haſt 
of living comfortably here, the more hearty 
may thy Praifes be. Bleſſed be God for eve- 
ry thing 1 have in Hand or in Hope. Praiſe 
the Lord, O my Soul! Te 
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MED. XVII. 
Her Thoughts upon entring on a nem State 


. 


H how great is the Care God takes of 
me! and how kind are all the Methods 

of his Providence ! Hitherto haſt thou help'd 
me. And now I am entring upon a new 
State of Life, unable of my ſelf to encoun- 
ter with the many Difficulties attending it, 
or to perform the Duties belonging to it ; 
1 diſtruſt my own Wiſdom or Strength - 
guide 
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guide my Steps. Every new Relation calls 
to new Duty; and to perform theſe in the 


| Exerciſe of Grace, how hard! Vet I have hope 


that Promiſe will ſtill hold its Virtue (I wil 
be to thee a God) in time of Proſperity as 
well as in Adverſity; and my God can make 


the one a mean to knit my Heart more firmly 


to himſelf, as well as the other a Lance to 
let out my Corruption. But the Greatneſs 
of my Sins will not allow me to expect any 
other than Spots of black among my white. 
Affliction will take its Turn as long as Sin re- 
mains. God will ſometimes ſtrike as well as 
ſmile. 1 


Her Expoſtulations and Wiſhes. 


ORD, what's the matter? Why hideſt 
thou thy Face ? My former time of Life, 
wherein ſo many outward Afflictions attended 
me, was methinks more pleaſant than this. 
Thy Smiles, O Lord, I am ſure are ſweet, 
tho all the World frown. Oh what a Condi- 
tion am I now in! I forget the God of all my 
Mercys, and after the many ſenſible Favours 
I have receiv'd, I act as tho J had not known 
him. O that I might have my Requeſt, and 
that God would grant me the thing, that I 
long for! And this is, that 1 might feel his 
Spirit 
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Relations are paſſing. 
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Spirit working as powerfully, and with as 
great a Force as formerly I have felt it. 

that 1 could feel the Word making my Soul 
to glow, as it has done in the coldeſt Night! 
O that I could feel it come (as every Sermon 
almoſt us'd_to do) as tho it were a particular 
Meſſage ſent from God to me! Oh how full 
have I been of Zeal to promote the Glory of 
God, inſomuch that I have wiſn'd my Fleſh 
was Braſs, and my Sinews Iron, that I might 
never be weary. I have grudg'd the Time 
that has been taken up in ſleeping, eating, 
viſiting, &c, Bleſſed be God I ſee the Emp- 
tineſs of this World, and therefore give up 
my ſelf, Soul and Body, to the Diſpoſal of 
infinite Wiſdom. 1 beg ever to have my 


Heart kept from fixing upon any thing here. 


Health, Wealth, Friends, near and dear 


— 
_ 


CLISSOULD'S 


R AL 


FUNE 


* 


Mrs. 


WK 


* 
To 
3 


4 1 


2 


— 


5 


2 
E 


» 
. 


Mrs. CLI SS 2 D 83 
Funeral Sermon. 
. LUKE i. 45. 1 


And bleſſed is ſhe that believd : for © 
there ſhall be a Performance of thoſe 
Things which were told her from 


the Lord. e 
HIS Text was given me by that 
ſerious Chriſtian (known to many WM 
of you) Mrs. Cliſſould, as ſhe was 
in the. Extremity of her laſt Con- 9 
flict, with her Deſire I would make it the | | 
Subject of her Funeral Diſcourſe. | 
| _ Tha 3 


66 Mrs. CLISSOULD s 
| Thus it has been frequent with good Peo- 
ple, when going out of the World, to leave 
behind them ſome Portion of Holy Writ that 
has been deeply impreſs'd upon their Mind ; 
partly to - teſtify their Experience of the 
Truth of God's Grace, partly for a Memo- 
rial of his diſtinguiſhing Love to their Souls : 
as alſo to let us know the Frame of their 
Spirit in dying; and finally, that from their 
Example others might receive Inſtruction and 
Encouragement. . 
Theſe, I am perſuaded, were the good 
Ends our deceas'd Friend had above all things 
in her View; which therefore to promote, I 
mall now, with God's Aſſiſtance, make it my 
Particular Endeavour. 1 
The Words are part of the gratulatory 
Salutation, which Elizabeth the Mother of 
John Baptiſt made to Mary the Mother of 
our Lord. To lead you into them, I muſt 
crave leave to reflect a little upon the Hiſto- 
ry in this Chapter. 
When the glorious and long expected Time 
pf fulfilling the Promiſes concerning the Meſ- 
ſiah, and particularly his Incarnation, was at 
hand, the Angel Gabriel is ſent to Zacharias 
the Prieſt to admoniſh him of it; which 
hhe did as he was offering Incenſe within the 
- - Temple. And to confirm the Meſſage, he tells 
bim, that his Wife Elizabeth (who had been 
all along naturally barren, and was now 1c 
through Age) ſhould bear a Son, and _ o 
ould 


o 
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ſhould be the Fore- runner of the Saviour. 
Zacharias, tho a good Man, had not Faith 
to believe it, and was thereapon immedi» 
ately ſtruck dumb, as a Puniſhment of his 
Unbelief. | _— Ss 

After this, the ſame Angel is ſent to the 
Virgin Mary, a Perſon very mean in outward 


Condition, but in this Particular favour'd a- 


bove all Women. The Meſſage brought her 
was, that ſhe alſo ſhould Conceive and bring 
forth a Son, who ſhould be call'd, the Son of the 
Higheſt, and unto whom the Lord God would 
give the Throne of his Father David, &c. And 
to confirm her Faith in all this, ſne is refer'd 
to what God had already done to her Couſin 


Elizabeth, who was now ſix Months gone 


with Child, Nothing could appear more in- 
credible, yet ſhe receives it (after another 
manner than Zacharias) with moſt dutiful 
Submiſſion, acquieſcing in it and ſaying, Be- 
hold the Handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy Word, Ver. 38. 13-4 


The Angel being departed, Mary haſtens, 
with Diligence equal to her Joy, to the Houſe ' 
of Zacharias, to receive the Confirmation f 
her Faith, and to rejoice with her Kinſwo- 
man. No ſooner had ſhe ſaluted Elizabeth, - 


than her Couſin being filld with the Holy 
Ghoſt, returnsit, and ſays with a loud Voice: 


Bleſſed art thou among Women, and Bleſſed is the 


Fruit of thy Womb. And whence is this to me, 


2 For 
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That the Mother of my Lord ſhould come to me? | 
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For lo as ſoon as the Voice of thy Salutation 

ſounded in mine Ears, the Babe leap'd in my 

ae for Joy. Then follow the Words of my 
ext: | | | 

And bleſſed is ſhe that believ'd, for there ſhall 
be-a Performance of thoſe things, which were 
told her from the Lord, 

Nothing can be more moving than the 
whole Hiſtory. Should 1 ſpeak to all the 
Particulars, they are ſo many and ſo en- 
gaging, that it would prevent the main De- 
ſign I am come upon. I muſt therefore con- 
fine my ſelf ſtrictly to what is before me. In 
diſcourſing upon which I ſhall, ; 

I. Conſider the Words in their immediate 

| Reference to the Bleſſed Virgin. 

II. Accommodate them to the general Caſe 
of Believers. And © e 
III. Apply them. 

I. I ſhall conſider them in their immediate 
Reference to the Bleſſed Virgin. And here 
we have the following things to obſerve. 

1. The Encomium that is given of her: 
She heliev d. It appears ſhe did fo from what 
has been mention'd. But that which in a pe- 
culiar manner calls for our regard, is the Ex- 
cellence of her Faith. This, upon conſide- 
ration, we ſhall find to be extraordinary. 
Firſt, Becauſe the things to be believ'd, were 
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mane Underſtanding, yea, exceeding all the 
Miracles that had ever been perform'd in the 
World before ; and therefore to believe them 
muſt be one of the nobleſt Inſtances of Faith 
that ever was. „„ 
Again, it was extraordinary, conſidering 
the Perſon believing. She believ d. A Wo- 
man not having ordinarily that Vigour of 
Mind and Largeneſs of Capacity, and natu- 
rally more given to Suſpicion and Doubt. A 


young Perſon too, and as ſuch not having had 


long Experience. 

Laſtly, Her diſcouraging Circumſtances 
may be conſider'd : Being a Perſon obſcure 
and unobſerv'd, in outward Condition, mean 
and afflicted. For her to admit the Thought, 
that ſhe ſhould bear in her Womb the Lord of 
Glory, and be Mother of the World's Savi- 
our: To believe this in contradiction to the 
receiv'd Opinion of her Nation, who expe&- 
ed the Coming of the Meſſiah to be with much 


outward Splendor and Glory. For her, I 


ſay, a poor, unlearned, private Perſon, to 
believe things ſo incredible to Nature and 
Reaſon (when Zacharias, a Man, a Prieſt, 
aged, learned, eminent, and the Meſſage to 


him of more appearing Poſlibility, could not 


believe) was very great and extraordina- 
ry. But, 5 | 2 
2. We have to obſerve the Bleſſing that is 


. Pronounc'd upon this: Bleſſed is ſhe that he- 
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above the Power of Nature, ſurpaſſing hu- 
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liev'd; i. e. She is bleſſed, and ſhall be bleſſed. 
Bleſſed indeed, not only as God had vouch- 
ſafed her the Honour of conceiving her Sa- 
viour, but chiefly for that ſhe had Faith to 
believe in him. 7 
Elizabeth pronounceth this alſo by way of 
Congratulation, It is as if with Hands lift 
up ſhe had ſaid; Behold the bleſſed Woman! 
or O thou bleſſed among Women! With 
whom none of the Queens or Princeſſes of 


this Earth are to be compar'd. She does not 


envy Mary her Privilege (having enough to 
bleſs God for on her own account) but re- 
Joices with her, and congratulates her Hap- 


Pineſs. The ſame temper ſhould we diſcover : 


when we behold the Bleſſings God hath be- 
ſtow'd upon others, we ſhould take Satiſ- 
faction therein, and rejoice in their Happi- 


.. . neſs, even when that too does exceed our 


own. Elizabeth having pronounc'd her bleſ- 


Jed, we have, | 


3. The Ground or Reaſon of it in theſe 
Words: For there ſhall be a Performance of 
thoſe Things which were told her from the Lord, 

This was ſpoken by the Spirit of Prophecy, 
further to confirm Mary in the Certainty of 
thoſe Things ſhe had believ'd, and likewiſe 
to aſſure her ſhe was under no Deluſion ; that 
the Angel who appear'd to her was from 
God; that what he ſaid, was by Commiſſion 


from him, and that it was all true. As to 


the Particular relating to her Couſin 3 
. eth, 
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her; and being ſo, ſhe had reaſon to accept 
it as a ſure Pledg of all the reſt, which hav- 
ing been told her from the Lord (who was 
able to perform it, and whoſe Word ſtood 
engag'd). could not fail of their Accom- 


- pliſhment. For the Strength of Iſrael will not 


he nor repent, for he is not a Man that he ſhould 
repent, I Sam. 15.29. Having thus conſi- 


der'd the Words in their immediate Refe- 


— 


rence to the Virgin Mary, I ſhall, 


II. Accommodate them to the general 
Caſe of Believers, in the following Inſtrgc- 
tions. As, | 

1ſt. It is the Honour of a Saint, and an Act 


of Obedience moſt pleaſing to God, to believe his 


Promiſes. 

_ 2ly. They that believe are bleſſed. And, 
3ly. They cannot but be ſo, ſeeing there ſhall 

be a Performance of what they have believ' d. 


E beth, ſhe found it actually as it had been told 


I. It is the Honour of a Saint, and an Act 


of Obedience moſt pleaſing to God, to believe his 

Promiſes. „ 
Faith is the Profeſſion of every Chriſtian, 

and the diſtinguiſhing Character of God's 


People. It is the Life we are call'd. to prac- 
tiſe as long as we are in this World. 


The adequate Object of Faith is the whole 


Word of God, but here we are ſpeak- 


ing of the Promiſes. Now theſe; are of 
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various Kinds, ſome of a Temporal, others of 
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a Spiritual and Eternal Import. The former 


are but conditional Objects of Faith, the latter 


abſolute and peremptory, and about which as 
Chriſtians we ſhould be chiefly converſant. _ 

Here our Faith muſt have its Retroſpect 
and its Proſpect. Many things we are requir'd 


to believe when looking backwards. Of 


this nature are all thoſe Promiſes which have 
had their Accompliſhment already, moſt of 
which to Believers under the Old Teſtament 
were future, to us are paſt: Such as the In- 
carnation, Birth, Life, Sufferings, Death, 
Burial, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of the Son 


of God. 


Again, There are ſome Promiſes, the Ac- 


compliſhment of which we are to believe, 


Jo ſoon as the Term or Condition on our Part re- 


quir'd, is perform d. Such as the Remiſſion of 


our Sins upon our Repentance, the being ac- 
cepted as Righteous in God's Sight upon our 
receiving of Chriſt, the Beſtowment of the 
Spirit, and of Grace, upon our ſincere Appli- 
cation for the ſame. 5 
And laſbly, There are ſeveral Promiſes 
which we are to believe with reſpect to future 
Time, and of which we ſhould endeavour to 
be 28 certain as if they were preſent. Such 


7 
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are thoſe which relate to the Church of God 
in general, which are yet to be fulfil'd ; and 


ſuch as with reſpect to our ſelves, are the Aſ- 
cenſion of our Souls into Heaven, immediate- 


ly 
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ly upon their Releaſe from the Body, the 
Reſurrection of that very Body, the Certain- 
ty of a future judgment, and thoſe everlaſt- 
ing Rewards, which ſhall be beſtow'd upon 
Believers. Tg 

Now to believe theſe things with a Divine 
and ſteddy Faith, is truly honourable to the 
Chriſtian, and highly pleaſing to d. 
1. Honourable to the Chriſtian, as it indi- 
cates the noble Frame and Temper of his 
Mind, a Spirit elevated and rais'd above 
what is common, The Life of a Believer 
does as far exceed that of a Man in his na- 
rural Eſtate, as the rational Life does that of 
Vegetation or Senſe. For as the Objects of 
our Faith do unconceivably tranſcend thoſe 
of Sight, ſo the Mind that is employ'd about 
them, derives a proportionable Excellence. 
| Hereby we aſcend out of that Abyſs of Dark- 
neſs into which we were fallen, and make our 
Entrance into the World of Light. We aſ- 
ſociate our ſelves with Heaven. We come 
to know Him, whom to know is Life eternal: 
To ſee Him who is inviſible, and to enter up- 
on the Participation of thoſe Joys and Plea- 
fares, which neither we our ſelves know how 
to utter, nor wicked Men how to conceive. 

Again, Faith is an Honour to the Chriſtian, 
as it enables him to the nobleſt Atchieve- 
ments. By this he devotes himſelf to God, 
vanquiſhes his moſt beloved Luſts, conquers 
his unruly Paſſions, obtains glorious Victory 

over 
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over the World. By this he becomes patient 
in Sufferings, yea joyful in Tribulations, 
and triumphant over Death. The Heroes of 
this World acquire Renown by _ defeating 
Armies, taking Towns and conquering King- 
doms: But the true Believer wreſtles with | 
far more formidable Enemies, and carrys his = 
Conqueſts farther: For by Faith he overcomes 
the whole World, 1 John 5. 4. But, 

-2ly. As thus to believe is honourable to the 
Chriſtian, fo is it highly pleaſing to God; 
in as much as herein he alſo is greatly ho- 
nour'd and exalted, Faith ſets him above all, 
accounting every thing elſe (that 1s brought 
into Compariſon with him) as /eſs than no- 
thing, and Vanity, Iſa. 40. 17. It is the ut- 
moſt Homage we can pay to God. Hereby - 
we adore his Majeſty, acknowledg his Truth, 
Teyerence his Authority, ſubmit to his Wil- 
dom, profeſs his Power, and confide in his 
Goodneſs. It is the greateſt Honour we can | 
render to the Tord Jeſus, as it brings him 
the Fruit of the Travail of his Soul, helping 
us to commit our ſelves and the greateſt Con- 
cerns we have to his Care and Management. 
It is the higheſt Aſcription of Glory to the 
Holy Ghoſt, as it owns his Revelations, and 
yields to his Dictates and Motions. To 
conclude, it pays all the Honour poſlible to 
the bleſſed Trinity, as it inclines us to em- 
brace the whole Counſel of God, and forms 
us to an univerſal Compliance with his Will. 
15 5 _ | Now + 
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tures. I proceed to the 
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Now, as for all theſe Reaſons, nothing can 
reflect a greater Honour upon us Mortals 


than the ſteddy Belief of the Promiſes; ſo 


God hath been pleas'd abundantly to teſtify 
how highly grateful and acceptable this is 
unto himſelf. It were endleſs to mention 


Places, ſince the Encomiums of Faith are to 


be found almoſt every where in the Scrip- 
Second General. They that believe are bleſ- 
Jad" | "oy 
5 This is a neceſſary Conſequence from what 
was laſt ſaid: for if Faith be ſo pleaſing to 
God, it cannot be ſuppos'd he would let 
it go without ſome Teſtimony of his Ap- 
probation; and wherein can he ſhow his 
Approbation, that ſhall not at the ſame 
time prove a Bleſſing to his Creature? 
What is here ſpoken to Mary, was not 
to be ſo appropriated to Her, but that others 
might make their Improvement of it. This is 
written for our Learning, that we alſo through 
Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures might have 
Hope, Rom. 15. 4. Some are of Opinion, 
that when Elizabeth ſaluted Mary, there 
were others ſtanding by: and therefore hay- 
ing made a particular Addreſs to her before 
in thoſe Words foregoing, Bleſſed art thou a- 


mon Women: ſhe now ſpeaks in the third 


Perſon, turning her ſelf to thoſe that were 
preſent, ſaying, Bleſſed is ſhe that believ'd. 
By this admoniſhing them of the arne 

. £ ſy 


3 


56 Mrs. CLISSOULD's 
of thoſe that believe, that they alſo might 
t in for a Share in the Benediction. 

It was, doubtleſs, a ſingular Privilege and 
Honour which Mary had above all Women, 
to bear the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : But this would 

have been but of little avail, had ſhe not 
believ'd in him as her Saviour, that was her 
Son. And as to this laſt, Mary had no Pri- 
vilege above other Believers. In point 
of believing, others were upon the ſame Le- 
vel with her, for herein There # no reſpe& 
of Perſons with God : In regard of Filiation, 

Chrift was the Son of Mary only; but in re- 
ſpect of Salvation, he is the common Redeem- 
| er. The Bleſſing was annex'd to Faith, in a 

manner peculiar above what it was to the 
Band of natural Relation. She was bleſſed, 
not fo much for that Chriſt was born of her, 

- as that ſhe believ'd in him. When the Wo- 

Man cry'd out to-our Lord in the Days of 
his Fleſh, ſaying, Bleſſed is the Womb that bare 

" thee, and the Paps which thou haſt ſuck'd: He 
replies, Tea, rather Bleſſed are they that hear 
_ the Word of God, that is, ſo hear as to believe 

and obey it, Zuke 11. 17. And when upon 
another Occaſion it was ſignify'd that his 
Mother and Brethren ſtood without, deſiring 
to ſpeak with him; he-anſwers, Who is my 
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Stretching forth his Hand towards his Diſciples, 
ſays, Behold my Mother and my Brethren! For 
oe ver ſhall do the Will of my Father which 
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Aﬀother, and who are my Brethren? And 
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is in Heaven, the ſame is my Brother and Siſter 
and Mother, Matt. 12. 49. And what this 
Will of God is he tells us, John 6. 29. viz. 
That we believe on him whom he hath ſent. 
The principal Bleſſing then appertains to 
Faith, and wherever this is found, no exter- 
nal Circumſtances ſhall be an Obſtruction to 
it: Whether we be high or low, noble or 
ignoble, if we believe, we are accepted of 
God. Herein the Rich have no Privilege a- 
bove the Poor, nor the Poor above the Rich. 


With him there is no Difference. There is nes- 


ther Jew nor Greek, there is neither Bond nor 
Free, there 1s neither Male nor Female, for we 
are all one in Chriſt Jeſus, Gal. 3. 28, What- 
ever People are with reſpect to their.outward 
Condition and Circumſtances, upon their be- 
lieving the Goſpel pronounces them bleſled. 
Which leads me to the 
Third and laſt General, viz. The Proof 


That they are bleſſed ;, and they certainly are ſo, 


becauſe There ſhall be a Performance of what 

they have believ d. We may argue their Bleſ- 

ſedneſs, . | | 
1. From the Things they have believ'd. 


And then, 


2. From the certain Performance of thoſe 
Things. | | 

Iſt. From the Things they have believ'd: 
Which are of ſuch a Nature as carry with 
them the greateſt Felicity and Bleſſedneſs. 


And theſe with reſpe& to themſelves, among 
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other things, are their ſpiritual Union to 
Chriſt, whereby they become as it were Mem- 
bers of his Body, of his Fle(h, and of his Bones, 
Eph. 5. 30. and as ſuch, are the Objects of 

his ſpecial Care and Love. Again, They be- 
heve that God in Chriſt will receive them, and | 
will be a Father unto them, 2 Cor. 6, 17, 18, 4 
That He will be merciful to their Unrighteouſ- | 
neſs, and will remember their Sins and their Ini- | 


quities no more, Heb. 8.12, That He will give 
them Grace and Glory, and withhold no good N 
thing from them, &c. Pſal. 84. 11. - 

And, my Brethren, how can they be o- | 
therwiſe than bleſſed, who upon believing | 


ſhall be united to Chriſt, be reconciPd unto 
God, receive the Pardon of their Sins, have A 
the holy Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in their 
Hearts, to guide, ſanctify, comfort and pre- 
ſerve them? How can they be otherwiſe 
than bleſſed, who ſhall be maintain'd and pro- ] 
tected whilſt they live, and have Peace when 1 
they die? whoſe Souls, as ſoon as they are ; 


releas'd from the Body, ſhall enter into Para- f 
diſe, and whoſe Bodies ſhall be rais'd in Ho- ( 
nour and Glory at the Reſurrection? Who 

ſhall be own'd of Chriſt, and openly acquit= (f 


ted in the Day of judgment, and made per- t 
fectly happy both as to Soul and Body in the 1 
full Enjoyment of God for ever? But, i 
2ly. We may argue their Bleſſedneſs from { 
the certain Performance of theſe Things. {| 
No this is evident from what God has na 1 
| ; 55 or = 
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for them already, and from thoſe further Se- 
curities he has given them for the Perform- 
ance of the reſt. „ 

Already, even now, they are poſſeſs'd 
of part of their Bleſſedneſs. They have 
now the Beginnings of what cer long they 
ſhall have in perfection. Therefore our 
Lord ſpeaks in this manner, John 6. 47. 
Verily, verily I ſay unto you, he that believeth 


an me hath everlaſting Life; that is, he hath. 


now a Right to it by the Covenant of Grace, 
he hath it alſo in the Root and Principle, and 
ſhall ſhortly haye the full Poſſeſſion. The 
Grace of God which is implanted in their 


Hearts at preſent, is a ſure Pledg in their. 
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Hands of what is to come. They are ſen d 


with that Holy Spirit of Promiſe, which is the 


Earneſt of their Inheritance, until the Redemption 


of the purchas d Poſſeſſion, Eph. 1. 13, 14. The 
Indwelling of the Spirit, and the Beginnings 


of Grace in Believers here, are an infallible 
Token of their future Bleſſedneſs, as the 
firſt Fruits are of the Harveſt. Grace is but 


Glory begun, 


Beſides theſe, there are other Securities 


for the Accompliſhment of all that has been 


told them from the Lord. There is the 
Power of God, with whom nothing is impoſe” 


ſible; his Truth, whereby he cannot deny him- 


ſelf; his Fairhfulneſs, that engages him to the 
Performance of his Word; his Wiſdom, that 


is always moſt tender of his Honour 4,05; 
Mercy 
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diſappoint his Creatures; his Immutability, 
whereby he cannot alter his Purpoſe, or 


change the thing that is gone out of his 
nr. | 


Again, To all this I might add a Cloud of 

Witneſſes, who in all Ages have been .ready 
to atteſt the Faithfulneſs of God to his Pro- 
miſes, as having by Experience found their 
Accompliſhment in what relates to Time, 
and who when dying were fill'd with an Aſ- 
ſurance of that everlaſting Happineſs, they 
were going to inherit. Theſe are ſome of 
thoſe Topicks, from whence we may infer the 
Certainty of the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe that 
believe, | | 

The only thing which I preſume can be of- 


fer'd as an Objection to what has been prov'd, 


is this: That ſome have profeſsd to believe 


the Promiſes of God, who yet have not ſeen 


them falfiPd in thoſe Inſtances they have de- 


ſir'd. 


I ſhall only anſwer for the preſent, That if 
there be any thing in this Objection, it is 
owing to the wrong Apprehenſions which in 
ſome Caſes People may have form'd with re- 


ſpect to the Promiſes of God. Now this 


may be when they underſtand thoſe things as 
if abſolutely promis'd, which are only ſo con- 
ditionally, or under a certain Limitation; 


that is, if God ſhall ſee them meet for us, 
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whatever they pretend (and. for which Rea- 


tho not in ſo diſcernable a degree and meaſure | 


that has been ſaid. There are many things 
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as is the Caſe in temporal Bleſſings. If there- il 
fore, at any time, they fail of their Expec- 
tations as to theſe things, this is not charge- N 
able upon God, as tho he was not true too 
his Word, but upon themſelves, as not under- 
ſtanding the nature of the Promiſe. 

If the Objection be urg'd with reſpect even 
to ſuch Bleſſings as are abſolutely promis'd, 
I muſt reply with the Apoſtle, Let God be 
true, tho every Man be a Lyar, Rom. 3, 4. He 
never fails of his Word; and therefore it muſt 
be, that either the Faith of thoſe who ſhall 
make this Objection is not of the right ſtamp, 


we” 
= 2. 


ſon it concerns them to examine themfelves) 
or they overlook (which is too common) 
what God has already done for them in truth, 


as they would deſire. As for Perfection, tat 
is a Bleſſing we muſt wait for. Having ſaid 
what I judg ſufficient to theſe Objections, 1 | 


come, 


III. And laftly, to the Improvement of all 


might offer, but I ſhall content my ſelf 
with the few following. As, | 7 
1. We may be convinc'd of the miſtaken 
Notion which many People have of Happi- 
neſs. Indeed moſt do place it in the Liber- 


Hes of a ſenſual _ in what does gratify 
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| Mens carnal Inclinations and Appetites. 
Hence their Thoughts and. Pains are moſtly 
taken up in making proviſion for the Fleſh, that 
they might obey it in the Luſts thereof. But how 
much happier 1s that Life which is employ'd 
in the noble Exerciſes of Faith, whereby Men 
realize to themſelves thoſe things which 
give not only a purer Entertainment, but 
2 yield a Satisfaction that is ſolid and laſting ? 
There is a wide difference between a Lite 
of Faith, and that of Senſe. The one is 
the nobleſt Life that is poſſible for mortal 
Men to live, the other is as mean and diſho- 
nourable. . To be govern'd only by Senſe is 

to live like a Brute; and for a Man to do thus, 

is to put himſelf vaſtly beneath that Rank 
and Order in which God by Nature had plac'd 
bim. It is the greateſt Debaſement of his 
Being, and makes him ſo much viler than the 
very Beaſts, by how much he abuſes thoſe 
nobler Capacities wherewith God has en- 
- dow'd him. And is this the way to be bleſ- 
ſed ? No, my Brethren, true Bleſſedneſs is 
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you have ſeen, will be your Honour, and 
will entitle you to thoſe unſpeakable Privi- 
leges and Advantages which will make you 
the moſt happy of all People in this World, 
and perfectly bleſſed in another. - 
2, Are they pronounc'd bleſſed: who believe, 
_ *then how free and open does Happineſs lie 
| e to 


" 


to be obtain'd only by Faith; This, as 


Funeral Sermon. 83 
to thoſe who hear the joyful Sound of the 
Goſpel? It is but believe, and thou art bleſſed. 


What more reaſonable and 3 


Term of Bleſſedneſs could there be propos 

than this? This is what every ope with e- 
qual Reaſon may aſpire after and hope for. 
Diſtinction of Sex can make no difference 
here, How ridiculouſly and contemptibly 
ſoever ſome may ſpeak of the Female Kind 


yet She ſhall be call'd bleſſed that believes. Ex- 
ternal Circumſtances ſhall make no difference 


in this caſe. The Poor as well as the Rich, 


the Unlearned as well as the Learned are ca- 


pable of believing, and therefore equally capa» 


dle of Bleſſed neſs. None need diſcourage them- 
ſelves. There are many who may deſpair 


of acquiring much Knowledg in learned Arts 
and Sciences, may deſpair of arriving at the 
Top of worldly Grandeur; but none need de- 
ſpair of believing, who uſe their Endeavours 
in ſeeking this Grace, and attending upon the 


Means which God hath appointed. With 


reſpect to Faith, no one can pretend a greater 
Privilege by Nature than another, ſince all 


are alike; not but that Sovereign Grace is 


at liberty to act in whom and how it pleaſes. 
3. We may infer the Miſery of Uabeliev- 


ers; for if they only are bleſſed who believe, 


they muſt of courſe be accurs'd and miſerable 
who have no Faith, They can never enjoy 
true Bleſſedneſs, which is promis'd only- to 

3 thoſe 
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thoſe that believe. And whilſt they are ſhut 


. - out from this, they muſt needs be in a wofül 
Condition; nor can their enjoying the preſent 
Comforts of Life, tho in the greateſt abun- 
dance, alter much their Caſe. 


be ever ſo rich and honourable as to this 
World, yet if they have no Peace with God, 
no Remiſſion of Sins, no Hope of Heaven, 
they are moſt unhappy and miſerable. O 
how great a Difference do thoſe few Words 
make in the States of Men! He that believ- 
eth ſhall be ſav'd, but he that believeth not ſhall 
be damn d, Mark 16. 16. How wide a Gulf 


is there fix'd betwixt them that believe, and 


them that believe not, through which there 
is no paſſing from one to the other! 


4. Of all the Benefits which Cod hath be- 


ſtow'd upon Chriſtians, they ſhould princi- 


pally rejoice in this ineſtimable Gift of Faith. 


This is an infinitely greater Mercy, than if he 
had heap'd all worldly and temporal Bleſſings 
poſſible upon you. This is a greater Favour, 
than Marys being honour'd to conceive Chriſt, 
ſimply conſider'd, would have been; for that 
(how diſtinguiſhing a Privilege ſoever) with- 


out Faith in the Redeemer would never have 


procur'd her Salvation. How ſhould we re- 
joice if God hath made us real Belieyers ! 
We ſhould ever praiſe him, becauſe we are 
ever happy. This ſhould make us forget our 
Sorrows ; glory in our Tribulations; __ 
| TEE 8 e the 
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the World's Threatnings: yea it ſhould make 


us ſmile (even as our deceas'd Friend) in 
Death, and triumph over that laſt Enemy; 
ſaying, O Death, where is thy Sting! O Grave, 


where is thy Victory! For by Faith we may 


perſuade our ſelves, That neither Death, nor 
Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Pom- 
ers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor 
Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature ſhall 
be able to ſeparate us from the Love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8, 1 
5. The Conſideration of the Bleſſedneſs 
of them that believe, ſhould be a conſtant 
Spring of Comfort to us upon the Death of 
our believing Relatives and Friends. For 
ſince they liv'd and dy'd in Faith, we may be 
{ure all things are well with them. They 
are certainly bleſſed and happy. There 1s 
now an end of all their Sorrow and Affliction, 
They are enter'd upon endleſs Joy and un- 


ſpeakable Happineſs. They are but gone to 


enjoy thoſe things which were told them from 


the Lord, Now are they reaping the bleſ- 


ſed Fruit of all their Prayers and Tears, 
their Faith and Hope, and all that God did 
promiſe to perform unto them. We may 
weep for ourſelves who are left behind, to 
work and toil, to conflict with Sin and Satan 
and many Evils; but not for them who are 


at reſt from their Labours, and are enter'd 
into the Joy of their Lord, To mourn ex- 
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ceſſively for them, is as if we envy'd or grudg'd 
them their Happineſs. They are now in- 
heriting the glorious Promiſes they dy'd in 


the Belief of; ſhould it not quiet and ſatisfy 


us that they are ſo? Should we not acquieſce 
at the Thought of it? yea, add a hearty 
Amen, ſo be it? And rather endure with 


Patience any Hardſhips ourſelves, than wiſn 


it otherwiſe with them; nay, rather keep a 
Day of Thankſgiving for their Happineſs, 
as it 1s reported the antient Chriſtians did 
for the Departure of holy Souls? Let us 
rejoice for their Sakes, that they are got ſafe 
into Harbour, and have weather'd all the 
Storms of this tempeſtuous Sea, Such Con- 
ſiderations as theſe ſhould have weight with 
thoſe who are afflicted at the Loſs of that 
excellent Perſon, whoſe Death hath been the 


+ Occaſion of this Diſcourſe. She was one of 


thoſe that believ'd; yea, ſhe was ſtrong in 
Faith, giving Glory to God, being fully per- 
a that what he had promi he was a- 
ble alſo to perform. She judg'd herſelf bleſ- 
fed upon this account, and therefore choſe 


this Text above all others, as ſhe lay a dying, 


to be the Subject of her Funeral Diſcourſe, 
You knew her manner of Life and Conve 
fation, and you were ſeveral of you: Wit- 


neſſes to her exemplary Death, when like the 


antient Worthies recorded in Heb. 11. ſhe 


* 


/d in Faith: Wherefore as ſhe did with 


Comfort 
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d Comfort recite the Words of my Text her- 
bv ſelf, even when in the very Agony of Death; 
in | fo now may we ſay as Elixabeth did to Mary, 
fy. varying only the Tenſe, And Bleſſed is ſhe | 
. that believꝰ d, for there is now a Performance ; 
y of thoſe things which were told her from the Lord. 
h || What was further ſaid of her under this 
h || Head, is more largely mention'd in her Life, 
a to which the Reader is refer'd. ie 
8. 6. Are they bleſſed that believe: Then 
d be perſuaded to the Practice of this Duty. 
18 True Bleſſedneſs is no where to be had but in 
fe | thoſe things which the Word of God does 
le recommend and offer unto us; and there is 
1- no way of obtaining an Intereſt in them, 
h but by Faith. | 
it Suffer then a Word of Exhortation. 
e What Pains will Men be at, and to what 
df _ Hazards will they expoſe themſelves. for 
in ſome little, yea uncertain Advantages of this 
2 World! And ſhall we do nothing to inherit 
- thoſe glorious Promiſes which the Goſpel. 
ſ- aſſures us ſhall be perform'd to them that be- 
ſe lieve? Have others believ'd, and are they 
8 bleſſed; ſhall not their Example excite our 
© Imitation? We want not for Encourage- 
&. ments, ſeeing we have the ſame that others 
t- have had before us, and in ſome Reſpects 
e more. We have the ſame Warrant to autho- 
Ie rize us, the ſame Bleſſings to invite us, the 


ſame Motives and Arguments to perſuade 
"So 4 - > 


t 
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us, and the ſame Spirit offering his powers 
ful Aſſiſtance. There is nothing in our 

Circumſtances that ſhall obſtruct our Bleſſed- 

neſs if we ſincerely believe. The Promiſes 

are as freely made to us as any; we may lay 
hold of them, and ſhall herein be as welcome 
to God, and may as certainly depend upon 

the Performance of them as ever any did. 

And ſince it is ſo, permit me to recommend 

to you the Exerciſe of Faith upon the Pro- 

miſes, both whilſt you live, and alſo when 
vou come to die. 
1f. Endeavour to exerciſe Faith upon the 

Promiſes of God ſo long as you live. This 
is the Way to be bleſſed. It is ſaid, the Fuſt 

ſhall live by Faith, i. e. ſhall not only be ac- 

quitted in God's Sight, and freed from the 
condemnatory Sentence of the Law, Gal. 

3. 11. but ſhall hereby be enabled to perſe- 

vere in Grace, and hold on in a Courſe of 

Righteouſneſs and Holineſs to their Lives 
End. Heb. 10. 38. It is the eſſential Pro- 

perty and diſtinguiſning Character of a Chri- 

ſtian, to walk by Faith and not by Sight, 2 Cor. 

5.7. It has been the conſtant Practice of the 

People of God in all Ages, to regulate their 

whole Life and Converſation by the DiQtates 

and Influences of this Divine Principle. Now 
it is our Duty to imitate their Example. Be 
ye Followers of them who through Faith and Pa- 
erence have inherited the Promiſes, Heh. Gy - 
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They that are utter Strangets to this Way of 
living, know nothing of the Chriſtian Life. 
The Neceſſity of believing ſhould enforce the 
Practice of it. $5 

Bat again, The Advantages that will ac- 
crue to us hereby, ſhould highly recommend it 
to us. This will animateand quicken us to 
all the Parts of our Duty, will preſerve and 


cheriſh in us the Graces of the Divine Life 


this will make us ſucceſsful Combatants a- 
gainſt all the Temptations our ſpiritual Ene- 
mies may lay in our way, either to allute or 
to affright us. This will procure to us a 
Peace that paſſes all Underſtanding, and give us 
ſome Experience of thoſe Joys which are 
unſpeakable and full of Glory, 1 Per. 1, 8. 
Hereby we ſhall have a Foretaſte of Heaven, 
and partake of the delicious Fruits of the 
Land of Promife before we enter into it. 
After all, there is nothing will ſo temper 
our preſent Sufferings, or yield us ſo much 
Comfort under all the Travail and Afflictions 
of Life, as this will do. We are told, that 
through much Tribulation we muſt enter into the 
Kingdom of God, Acts 14. 22. And that ma- 
ny are the Aflictions of the Righteous, PL. 34. 19. 
But what can ſo effectually comfort us under all 
theſe as a firm Belief of the Promiſes? All other 
Comforts are weak, unſtable and inſufficient; 
but this is as an Anchor of the Saul, both ſure 
and ftedfaſt, in all the Storms and Billows wo 
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the World, and which entreth into that within 
the Vril, Heb.6. 19. Faith will enable us to 
rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God, and even 
to glory in our Tribulations, Rom. F. 2, 3. For 
our light Afﬀiittion, which is but for a moment, 
 worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory; while we look not at the Things = 
which are ſeen, but at the Things which are not 
ſeen : for the Things which are ſeer are Tempo- 
ral, but the Things which are not ſeen are Eter- 
bal. 2 Cor. 4. 17,18. But, 
2h. Let us make it our buſineſs ſo. to pre- 
pare ourſelves now, as that we-may exerciſe 
| a lively Faith in the Promiſes of God when 
we come to die: That we may not only live 
but die in Faith. By this the antient Patri- 
archs acquir'd immortal Renown. Theſe all 
dy'd in Faith, Heb. 11.13, Herein we onght 
alſo to imitate their Example, as well as that 
of our departed Friend, who held faſt her 
' Confidence and the rejoycing of her Hope firn 
unto the End. Nothing can be of greater Con- 
cern to us than this. YET 
We ſhould lay up a large Stock and Mea- 
fare of this Grace, becauſe we hall need it 
much when we come to die. Faith hath 
then its greateſt Work to do. It may re- 
quire a higher Degree of Faith to die as a 
Chriſtian, than to live ſo, becauſe we may 
then meet with the ſoreſt Conflicts. There 
may be many things to encounter with beſides 
+ . Palin 
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| Pain and Sickneſs, and other Circumſtances 
5 that may attend our Death; as the Reflec- 
| tions of our Conſciences, the awful Senſe of 


our approaching Change, the furious Onſets 
of Satan, each of which will try our Faith; 


and ſhould they all meet together, they would 

J make it difficult for us to ſtand in that evil 

; Hour, F FP, 

. Again, There are other Reaſons which 

— ſhould induce us to prepare ourſelves for the 
Exerciſe of a lively Faith in Death, ſuch a 

- that hereby we ſhall bring the greateſt Ho- 

- nour we are capable to God; for this will 

1 be a nobler Homage and an higher Aſcription 

- of Glory to him, than ever we render'd in 

- the whole Courſe. of our Life. This will 

il alſo reflect the greateſt Honour upon our» _ 

t ſelves; moreover, it will be a moving Ex- 

t ample and Encouragement to others. It will 

3 likewiſe gain the higheſt Approbation from 

72 God, and infallibly ſecure to us thoſe ever- 

— laſting Bleſſings and Rewards which we be- 
lieve and hope for, : : 

- And to ſay no more, if when we are 

it taking our final Leave of all the viſible 

h Sener of this Life, we ſhall be able 

- to ſee our Intereſt in the Promiſes; how 

a ſtrong a Support will it be, and what re- 

1 viving Cordials will it hand out unto us 

re | under the Pains and Languiſhings of a dying 

es Body! Oh how happy will it be for us, when 

In Ap 5 
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our Heart and our Fleſh faileth, to be able to. 
ſay, but God is the Strength of our Heart and 


* 


aur Portion for ever, Plal. 73. 26, When 
Death is ſhaking the Earthly Houſe of this 
Tabernacle in pieces, to know we have a Build- 
ing of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, 


that as ſoon as we have finiſh'd our Courſe, 
we ſhall receive a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
# laid up for us, and which the Lord the righ- 
teous Judg will give us in that Day, 1 Tim. 4. 
8. Then God ſhall wipe away all Tears from 


neither Sorrow, vor Crying, neither ſhall there 
be any more Pain: for the former Things 
all be paſs'd away, Rev. 21. 4 What a 


Hour of Death! And if this will be the 
\ bleed Effet and Conſequence of a ſound 
and practical Belief of the Promiſes, how 
much ſhall we be our own Friends in labour- 
ing after it; but what inexcuſable Madneſs 
and Folly ſhall we betray in the Neglect 
of it! 1 ſhall conclude with a few ' 
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1. RAY earneſtly for it. Faith is the Gift 
of God, Eph. 2. 8, It is our Duty to 
believe, but the Strength whereby we 25 

0 


Eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. 5. 1. And 


our Eyes; and there (hall be no more Death, 


ſable Support muſt all this afford us in the 
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do fo is of God. And it being in his Gift, 


nothing can be more reaſonable or decent 
than that we ſupplicate him for it; nor 
ſhould we herein grudg our Pains, ſeeing 
it may be had upon ſuch cheap Terms, and 


we have ſo much to aſſure us that he is more 


ready to give than we are to ask. | 
2, Attend the Word. Faith cometh by Hear- 


ing, and Hearing by the Word of God, Rom. 


10. 17. The preaching of the Word is the 
reat Means which God hath appointed 
or the working Faith in us; and It is ad- 
mirably adapted to this Purpoſe, as it un- 
folds to us the Nature of the Promiſes, diſ- 


plays their Excellence, and by all manner of 


per ſuaſive Arguments engages to the embrac- 


ing of them. 


3. Meditate on the Examples of thoſe that 


have believ'd. Theſe will convince us of 


the Feaſibleneſs of what is requir'd, encou- 
rage our Endeavours, and provoke our Emu- 
lation. For ſhall others of the ſame Nature 
and Capacities with ourſelves, ſubject to the 


ſame Infirmities, Temptations and Incum- 


brances, break through their Difficulties, and 
acquire Renown and Bleſſedneſs by believing; 
and ſhall not we, who have the ſame or more 
plentiful Means and equal Aſſiſtance, aſpire 
after the ſame Glory and Happineſs ? Surely 
the Conſideration of it ſhould ſtimulate and 
provoke us. | 


4. And 
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4. And laſtly, Conſider the abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity of believing. There can be no enjoying 


the Promiſes without it, If we believe we 
are bleſſed, but if not, we are accurs'd and 
miſerable for ever. To whom ſware he that 


they ſhould not enter into his Reſt, but to them 


that beliew'd not? Heb. 3.18. What Neceſ- 
ſity then is there like that of believing? Not 


only does our Peace in this World, but our 


Happineſs in Eternity, depend upon it. 


Shall we not then exert ourſelves? The Plea 


of Impotency cannot excuſe us from doing 


What we are able, tho that without God is 


next to nothing. When our Saviour ſaid to 


the Man who had a wither'd Hand, Stretch 
forth thine Hand, he did not plead Impoten- 


cy, as in that Caſe he might have done as much 
as we inthis; but he made an Offer at it, 
and in endeavouring to ſtretch forth. his Hand 
it was reſtor d, Mark 3. 5. If we in the Uſe 
of God's appointed Means are diligent in 
our Endeavours, we have abundant Reaſon 
to expect the Divine Concurrence and Bleſ- 


ſing. 


Thus let us labour after this moſt neceſſary 


and precious Grace of Faith. Let us take 


care to act under the powerful Influences of 
it during the whole Courſe of our Life. Let 
us be continually improving and growing in 


it, that ſo when we ſhall come to the End 
of our Days, we may then expreſs it after 


the 
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noble manner and in the nobleſt 
| Inſtances, ſuch as by a ſtedfaſt Perſuaſion 
| of the Pardon of all our Sins through the 
Blood and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, by a chear- 
ful Reſignation of our Souls into the Hands 
; of God, by a ready Diſmiſſion of our Bodies 
| to the Grave in hope of a joyful Reſurrection, 
by a quiet devolving the Concerns of our 
- | Families and Relatives to God, with a de- | 
I pending Truſt that he will take care of em; | 


and ina word, by a firm Perſuaſion of the 

EZ Accompliſhment of thoſe Promiſes that are l 
q yet to be fulfil'd to the Church. In thus 
doing, an Entrance ſhall be miniſter d unto. us f 
5 abundantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of our. | 
. Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

: | | 
} . | 
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